
Service of the Word for the Home and for ZOOM 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 28, 2020 
10:00 a.m. 

 
In-Person Worship has Resumed! 

 
Are You Online? Join Zoom Worship! 

Please email Caitlyn in the office at officefelc@zoominternet.net to be added to the email list for a link to the service 
 

Not Online? Join Us Over the Phone! 
+1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 
Password: 408299 

 
Communion will be sent to those who wish to avoid group gatherings for health reasons, but who still wish to 
receive. Please contact Caitlyn in the office (724-283-2378) if you wish to be on the communion distribution list.  

 
If you are planning to return to in-person worship services, please let Caitlyn know that you no longer need to 

receive the bulletin in the mail.  
 

GATHERING 
  

If you are not online and worshiping at home with more than one person, the parts may be divided up responsively or may be 
prayed in unison.  

 
WELCOME  
 
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son + of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
Almighty God, to turn away from you is to fall, to turn toward you is to rise, and to stand before you is to live 
forever. Give us at this moment your mercy, that we may confess our sin and receive your forgiveness, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. To 
those who believe in Jesus Christ God gives the power to become the children of God, and bestows on them the 
Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 



 
HYMN  see next page 

 
 
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
Let us pray: To God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world. 
Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF BIBLES  children’s sermon 
 
Today in worship we will bless Bibles that will be given to our congregation’s young people. The gift of God’s Word is meant for 
all of us to read so that we can share in its stories. If you do not have a Bible at home, let us know so that we can get you one!  

 
 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should submit to the king of Babylon 
(Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be 
believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 



5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were 
standing in the house of the Lord; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lordfulfill 
the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, 
and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The 
prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 
countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes 
true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18 
 

 1Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
  They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 
 16They rejoice daily in your name; 
  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might  is exalted. 
 18Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; 
  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  

 

 
SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23 
 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, 
have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life. 
 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No longer present your 
members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from 
death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion 
over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 
  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that 
if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, 
which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once 
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and 
that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms 
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get 
from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been 



freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages 
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
We welcome the gospel:  
Alleluia! You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a | holy nation,* in order that you may proclaim the mighty 
acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his | marvelous light. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will face. He also promises 
to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and 
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I 
tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  online 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our needy world, responding to each 
petition with the words, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
Let us pray for the church of Jesus Christ around the world.  Silence…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for our own congregation and for its leadership. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for the health of the earth – its lands, its seas, its animals. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for those who work in our fields and produce our food. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for peace between and within nations. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for President Trump, the Congress, and the Supreme Court. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for a right observance of the Fourth of July. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for an end to racism. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for all who are sick. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
your mercy is great. 

Let us pray for families facing an unprecedented summertime. Silence…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Let us thank God for Bishop Irenaeus, the apostles Peter, Paul, and Thomas, and all those who have died in the 
faith, 
and let us pray that at our end we will join them in God’s presence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 

 
MEAL 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread, 
so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through 
Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 



Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son…(the presiding minister continues giving thanks, 
concluding) 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Finally, let us pray in the words that Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Grant us your peace, Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
The gifts of God for the people of God! 
 
SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
If you would like to receive communion and are not able to be in worship in person, please contact Pastor Kimberly so she can 
bring communion to you.  
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  



 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. 
By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve 
your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor 
and give us peace. Amen.  
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Communion will be sent to those who wish to avoid group gatherings for health reasons, but who still wish to 
receive. Please contact Caitlyn in the office (724-283-2378) if you wish to be on the communion distribution list.  
 
Are you or anyone you know suffering particular stress with the quarantine? There is a listening ear available. 
Please call Pr. Kimberly on her cell phone or at the church office (724-283-2378) to arrange an appointment.  
 
As you are able, please continue to support First English’s ministry financially during this time. Your gifts allow our 
ministry to continue. You can mail offerings into the church office (241 N. Main Street, Butler PA 16001) or give 
online at http://firstenglishbutler.org/giving/. 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Larry Hamil, Edna Hartman, Graham Cannon, the family of Hailey Matheson, Ryan, Forest and Marietta White, 
Christine Pflugh, Audrey Fleeger, Asyiah, the family of Nancy, the family of Jean Purvis, Joyce Hall, Bruni Bilowich, 
Karen Vavro, The family of Daniel Meggs, Doug Horner, the family of Anthony Rieder, Sandy, Randy, the family of 
Chris Matthews, the family of Marsha Codispot, the family of Barb Schneidmiller, Lisa, Wendy, the family of Gary 
Cooper, Rhonda, Judy M., the family of Jean Wiles, Mary Ellen, Claudia, Karen, Aryl Bashline, Kitty Walker, Hope 
& Bruce Keeler, the family of Dennis Steighner, Gina Ambrosio, Elizabeth, Jena Wright, Tad Sellers, the family of 
Sam Egan, Ralph D’Antonio. 
 


