Service of the Word for the Home and for ZOOM
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2020
10:00 a.m.

Are You Online? Join Zoom Worship!
Please email Caitlyn in the office at officefelc@zoominternet.net to be added to the email list for a link to the service

Not Online? Join Us Over the Phone!
+1 301 715 8592 US
Meeting ID: 956 305 5281
Password: 408299

If you are planning to return to in-person worship services, please let Caitlyn know that you no longer need to receive
the bulletin in the mail.

GATHERING

If you are not online and worshiping at home with more than one person, the parts may be divided up responsively or may be prayed in unison.
WELCOME
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father and of the Son + of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of

your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

HYMN (see next page)
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: MORNING HYMN, Francois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom
of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON 00/ in person worship

THE WORD
FIRST READING Genesis 29:15-28

Laban deceives Jacob by giving bis older danghter, Leab, to Jacob in marriage instead of the promised younger danghter, Rachel. Becanse of his
love for Rachel, Jacob agrees to work for Laban for an additional seven years so that he may also be married to ber.

15]aban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall
your wages ber” 1Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. 7Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 8Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve
you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should
give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few
days because of the love he had for her.

2'Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” 22So Laban
gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 2But in the evening he took his daughter LL.eah and
brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24(Llaban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 2>When
morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for



Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 20Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before
the firstborn. 27Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven
years.” 28Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 105:1-11, 45b Read responsively

1Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name;
make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples.
2Sing to the LORD, sing praises,
and speak of all God’s marvelous works.
3Glory in God’s holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
4Search for the strength of the LORD;
continually seek God’s face.
SRemember the marvels God has done,
the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth,
%O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant,
O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones.
"The LORD is our God,
whose judgments prevail in all the wozld,
$who has always been mindful of the covenant,
the promise made for a thousand generations:
9the covenant made with Abraham,
the oath sworn to Isaac,
lowhich God established as a statute for Jacob,
an everlasting covenant for Israel,
Hsaying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan
to be your allotted inheritance.” 45> Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God's actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused
to God's love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

20The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with
sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. ¥For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. 3’And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 3?He who did not withhold his own
Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3¥Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 3>Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 30As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

¥No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
We welcome the gospel:
Alleluia! Many will come from east and west and will eat in the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Throughont Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and bis disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several
brief parables that explore the implications of this annonncement for people’s lives.

31Jesus| put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field;*it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

3He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

#“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.

45¢“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine peatls; “°on finding one peatrl of great value, he
went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 4swhen it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 4°So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous >%and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

S1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON online
CHILDREN’S CHURCH IDEAS
Romans 8:35-39 (Nothing can separate us from the love of God)

What is the biggest thing you can think of?

What is the most powerful thing you can think of?

Maybe even...the scariest thing you can think of?

Draw or build something big, something powerful, and something scary.

Using legos, a spoon, or your drawing, put yourself in the scene with the big, powerful, scary things.

None of these things, or anything like them, can separate us from God’s love.

God’s love is stronger and bigger and more powerful than any of them.

Use a string, or some clay, or a line in your drawing to make a shape of a heart around all the things you made,
including yourself, to show everything you already made being surrounded by God’s love.

Even when good or bad, scary, sad or happy things happen, God’s love will always be with us!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,



creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our needy world, responding to each petition
with the words, “Your mercy is great.”

God of love and light, open your word to Christians around the world. Bless our bishops and pastors, as they face their
challenging tasks. Guide our musicians as they figure out ways to praise you with song under unprecedented conditions.
We especially lift up the musicians in this congregation: Harry, Signe, and Kevin. Hear us, O God:

Your mercy is great.

Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other and to resist the ways of violence. Stifle the lust for conquest.
Bring peace to the Middle East. Visit the people of Hong Kong. Form our own president, governor, and legislators to
speak with honesty, to strive for justice, and to work to alleviate the nation’s needs. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Shower compassion on those in need. Heal those who sick. Feed those experiencing hunger. House those who have fled
violence and war. Comfort the countless thousands who are dealing with the coronavirus. Accompany those living with
anxiety and despair. Form us to be your arms of mercy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Give our youth inspiring dreams of what their future might be. Give them patience to await safety. Direct all schools as
they seek a way forward for learning this fall. Be with all teachers as they plan for their fall, and give us the vision and
wisdom to care for one another. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You, O God, are our pearl beyond price. You are the tree giving us eternal refuge. Hear now, we pray, the petitions of
our hearts. A time of silence

Hear us, O God:

Your mercy is great.

In gratitude for the lives of our beloved dead, we pray that nothing, neither death nor life, will separate us from your
love. At the end, gather us with all your saints in light everlasting. Hear us, O God:

Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



MEAL
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let
your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus

Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son...(the presiding minister continues giving thanks, concluding)
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;

gather into one all who share this bread and wine;

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ;
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Finally, let us pray in the words that Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Grant us your peace, Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
The gifts of God for the people of God!

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.



Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By
your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth
and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor and
give us peace. Amen.

HYMN
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Do you wish to receive communion but are staying home for health reasons? Communion elements can also be
brought to you at home—please call Pr. Kimberly at 724-283-2378 so she can speak with you about how best to do that.

Pr. Kimberly will be on vacation from July 27-August 9. Our very own Pr. Gary Roth will cover worship on August 2
and 9 and we have made arrangements to keep up the Zoom service. Pr. Joel Benson at Trinity (724-544-3996) and Pr.
Jack Delk (724-448-4231) will cover pastoral emergencies.

Worship on August 30 will be held at Lutherlyn at 10 a.m. followed by a boxed-lunch picnic. More details to come.
Please call (724-283-2378) or email (officefelc@zoominternet.net) Caitlyn in the church office if you plan to attend.

Are you or anyone you know suffering particular stress with the quarantine? There is a listening ear available. Please call
Pr. Kimberly on her cell phone or at the church office (724-283-2378) to arrange an appointment.

As you are able, please continue to support First English’s ministry financially during this time. Your gifts allow our
ministry to continue. You can mail offerings into the church office (241 N. Main Street, Butler PA 16001) or give online
at http://firstenglishbutler.org/giving/.

PRAYERS

Jim Templet, Gene and Myra Fozard, Cindy Regis & family, the family of Mildred Dollhopf, Graham Cannon, Sandy
Snyder, David and Emma Lee Hartle, Edgar Nieto, Larry Hamil, Edna Hartman, the family of Hailey Matheson, Ryan,
Forest and Marietta White, Christine Pflugh, Audrey Fleeger, Asyiah, the family of Nancy, the family of Jean Purvis,
Joyce Hall, Bruni Bilowich, Karen Vavro, The family of Daniel Meggs, Doug Horner, the family of Anthony Rieder,
Sandy, Randy, the family of Chris Matthews, the family of Marsha Codispot, the family of Barb Schneidmiller, Lisa,
Wendy, the family of Gary Cooper, Rhonda, Judy M., the family of Jean Wiles, Mary Ellen, Claudia, Karen, Aryl
Bashline, Kitty Walker, Hope & Bruce Keeler, the family of Dennis Steighner, Gina Ambrosio, Elizabeth, Jena Wright,
Tad Sellers, the family of Sam Egan, Ralph D’Antonio.
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