
Service of the Word for the Home and for ZOOM 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2020 
10:00 a.m. 

 
Are You Online? Join Zoom Worship! 

Please email Caitlyn in the office at officefelc@zoominternet.net to be added to the email list for a link to the service. 
 

Not Online? Join Us Over the Phone! 
+1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 
Password: 408299 

 
If you are planning to return to in-person worship services, please let Caitlyn know that you no longer need to receive 

the bulletin in the mail.  
 

GATHERING 
  

If you are not online and worshiping at home with more than one person, the parts may be divided up responsively or may be prayed in unison.  
 
WELCOME  
 
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son + of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   
Amen. 
 
HYMN  (see next page) 
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON zoom/in person worship 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
 
Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. Judah, who protected Joseph’s life, later gives a moving 
speech before Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the brothers had changed their ways (44:18-34). 
 
1Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2This is the story of the family of 
Jacob. 
  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah 
and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more 



than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But 
when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably to him. 
  12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your 
brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14So he said to 
him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from 
the valley of Hebron. 
  He came to Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you 
seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17The man said, 

“They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them 
at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19They said to 
one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall 
say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben heard it, 
he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him 
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him 
to his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he 
wore; 24and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 
  25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels 
carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is 
it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, 
for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew 
Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to 
Egypt. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b Read responsively 
 
1Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
 2Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
  and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
 3Glory in God’s holy name; 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 4Search for the strength of the LORD; 
  continually seek God’s face.  
 5Remember the marvels God has done, 
  the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
 6O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 
  O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 
 16Then God called for a famine in the land 
  and destroyed the supply of bread. 
 17The LORD sent a man before them, 
  Joseph, who was sold as a slave.  
 18They bruised his feet in fetters; 
  his neck they put in an iron collar. 
 19Until his prediction came to pass, 
  the word of the LORD tested him. 
 20The king sent and released him; 
  the ruler of the peoples set him free, 
 21setting him as a master over his household, 
  as a ruler over all his possessions, 
 22to instruct his princes according to his will 
  and to teach his elders wisdom. 45bHallelujah!  



SECOND READING  Romans 10:5-15 
 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus 
Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of 
God’s saving actions. 
 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by 

them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” 

(that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But 
what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
We welcome the gospel:  
Alleluia! I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 
 
The Holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows 
how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 
 
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed 
the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, 
he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 
said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter 
got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  online 
 
 
 



CHILDREN’S CHURCH IDEAS  
 
Using playdough or the craft foam, create a boat. Using the ice cream spoons or the clothespins, create figurines of Peter 
and one for Jesus. Act the gospel story out! If possible, you can use toy boats or even act this out figurines in a bathtub, 
kitchen sink or wading pool. Have fun making waves. 
 
Questions:  
Why do you think the disciples thought Jesus was a ghost? 
Why did Peter get out of the boat?  
Why did he sink?  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our needy world, responding to each petition 
with the words, “Hear our prayer.” 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Good and loving God: 
 
For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we see and hear Jesus calling: 
“Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from exploitation and abuse. Help the 
human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and righteousness and peace kiss. May 
nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are lonely, hear the voices of 
those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live. We 
pray for those suffering this day (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 
For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for this gift. We pray for those 
who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing for a new school year, and for those struggling with 
unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and for the saints in our lives 
and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let 
your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus 
Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son…(the presiding minister continues giving thanks, concluding) 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Finally, let us pray in the words that Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 



and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Grant us your peace, Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
The gifts of God for the people of God! 
 
SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth 
and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
THE SENDING 

 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor and 
give us peace. Amen.  
 
HYMN    
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
We mourn with the family of Frances Cypher, who died in resurrection hope on August 3rd. Rest eternal grant her, O 
Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her.  
 
Pr. Kimberly will be on vacation from July 27-August 9. Our very own Pr. Gary Roth will cover worship on August 
2 and 9 and we have made arrangements to keep up the Zoom service. Pr. Joel Benson at Trinity (724-544-3996) and Pr. 
Jack Delk (724-448-4231) will cover pastoral emergencies. 
 
Worship on August 30th will be held at Lutherlyn at 10 a.m. followed by a boxed-lunch picnic. More details to 
come. Please call (724-283-2378) or email (officefelc@zoominternet.net) Caitlyn in the church office if you plan to 
attend.  
 
To prepare the music for our August 30th picnic at Lutherlyn, some of our singers will practice at First English each 
Thursday in August (6th, 13th, 20th and 27th) from 7:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 
 
Do you wish to receive communion but are staying home for health reasons? Communion elements can also be 
brought to you at home—please call Pr. Kimberly at 724-283-2378 so she can speak with you about how best to do that. 
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Are you or anyone you know suffering particular stress with the quarantine? There is a listening ear available. 
Please call Pr. Kimberly on her cell phone or at the church office (724-283-2378) to arrange an appointment.  
 
As you are able, please continue to support First English’s ministry financially during this time. Your gifts allow 
our ministry to continue. You can mail offerings into the church office (241 N. Main Street, Butler PA 16001) or give 
online at http://firstenglishbutler.org/giving/. 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Jamie and Kaitlin Sprague, Edgart Nieto, Graham Cannon, Becky Wyckoff, Larry Hamil, Jan Nieto, Jim Templet, Gene 
and Myra Fozard, Cindy Regis & family, the family of Mildred Dollhopf, Sandy Snyder, David and Emma Lee Hartle, 
Edna Hartman, the family of Hailey Matheson, Ryan, Forest and Marietta White, Christine Pflugh, Audrey Fleeger, 
Asyiah, the family of Nancy, the family of Jean Purvis, Joyce Hall, Bruni Bilowich, Karen Vavro, Doug Horner, Sandy, 
Lisa, Wendy, Rhonda, Judy M., Mary Ellen, Claudia, Karen, Aryl Bashline, Kitty Walker, Hope & Bruce Keeler, Gina 
Ambrosio, Elizabeth, Jena Wright, Tad Sellers, Ralph D’Antonio. 
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