
Order of Service for Worship in the Home and for Zoom 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 4, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Reminder: we are meeting in person in the building following Covid-19 precautions.  

 

Zoom requires a password to join the worship service. The password for First English’s worship is 408299. 

 

Are You Online? Join Zoom Worship! 

Please email Caitlyn in the office at officefelc@zoominternet.net to be added to the email list for a link to the service. 

 

Not Online? Join Us Over the Phone! 

+1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

 

If you are planning to return to in-person worship services, please let Caitlyn know that you no longer need to receive the 

bulletin in the mail.  

 

GATHERING 

  

If you are not online and worshiping at home with more than one person, the parts may be divided up responsively or may be prayed 

in unison.  

 

WELCOME  

 

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son + of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 

have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   

Amen. 

 

HYMN  (see next page).  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Let us pray: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those 

things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON zoom/in person worship 

 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 

The God of the exodus graciously gave Israel the Ten Commandments. Primarily stated as negative imperatives, the Ten 

Commandments forbid gross sins such as murder, adultery, theft, and perjury. In most of life they grant Israel freedom to live 

righteously, with maximum love for God and neighbor. 

 



1God spoke all these words: 

  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no 

other gods before me. 

  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses 

his name. 

  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 

  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

  13You shall not murder. 

  14You shall not commit adultery. 

  15You shall not steal. 

  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

  18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they 

were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 19and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let 

God speak to us, or we will die.” 20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to 

put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 19 

Read responsively 
 

1The heavens declare the glory of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

 3Although they have no words or language, 

  and their voices are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 



 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  

 

SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14 

 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been 

given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life 

with Christ. 

 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as 

loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 

and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 

that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want 

to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 

Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

We welcome the gospel:  

Alleluia!  Jesus says, I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will last. Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46 

 

The Holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.         

 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the 

fulfillment of scripture. 

 

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 

country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized 

his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 

treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants 

saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, 

threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 

who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of 



the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They 

wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  online 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Today, October 4, is St. Francis’ Day. Francis cared fervently for the church, the earth and its animals, peace, and the poor. 

Let us now pray for these concerns, responding to each petition with the words “Lord, have mercy.” 

A brief silence. 

God most high, we pray for the church: for our bishop, our pastors and deacons, and our own congregation; and for 

churches that are struggling with few resources. A brief silence. That all the baptized may produce good fruit, we pray to 

you: 

Lord, have mercy. 

We pray for the earth and its animals: for farmlands; for animals whose habitat is threatened; for livestock; for all the 

animals that we raise for human use; for service animals; and for our dear pets. A brief silence. That the earth may be 

sustained with your care, we pray to you: 

Lord, have mercy.  

We pray for peace: between nations; in our cities; among political rivals; throughout our coming election; between 

generations; between long-time citizens and new immigrants; in our churches and in our homes. A brief silence. That we 

may become instruments of your peace, we pray to you: 

Lord, have mercy. 

We pray for those who are poor: for those who are unemployed; for migrants; for those who are marginalized by 

prejudice; for orphans; for school children with no digital access. A brief silence. That we may give assistance where there 

is poverty and need, we pray to you: 

Lord, have mercy.  



We pray for all who are suffering: for those laid low by the coronavirus; for those with painful eye diseases; for those 

living with anxiety; for those whose sorrow is known only to you; for those who will die this day; and for those whose 

names we call out to you here: . . . A brief silence. That we may sow hope where there is despair, we pray to you: 

Lord, have mercy.  

 

We praise you, God most high, for all the faithful who have gone before us into the fullness of your life…A brief 

silence. That at our end, where there is darkness, we will join in your light forever, we pray to you: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, as we trust in your salvation through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANTHEM   “This Do in Remembrance of Me” - Judy Hunnicut 

 

This do in remembrance of Me; 

Keep this feast and together we’ll be. 

This do in remembrance of Me 

‘Til you come to My kingdom.  

 

This is My body broken for you. 

Take and eat in remembrance of Me.  

Broken that you might rise up from death 

Into life everlasting.  

 

This do in remembrance of Me;  

Keep this feast and together we’ll be.  

This do in remembrance of Me 

‘Til you come to my kingdom.  

 

This is My blood; I shed it for you. 

Take and drink in remembrance of Me. 

Shed that you might ruse up from death 

Into a life everlasting.  

 

This do in remembrance of Me.;  

Keep this feast and together we’ll be. 

This do in remembrance of Me 

‘Til you come to My kingdom.  

       

MEAL 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at 

your table that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son…(the presiding minister continues giving thanks, 

concluding) 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  

Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  

Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  

Grant us your peace, Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

The gifts of God for the people of God! 

 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen.  

 

“NOW, LORD…” read responsively 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  

your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 

a light to reveal you to the nations 

and the glory of your people Israel. 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace. 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with food and drink, the 

body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and 

evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

THE SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor and 

give us peace.  

Amen.  

 

HYMN    

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Pastor Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Jim Cunningham Assisting Minister 

Holly Schubert Reader 

 Crucifer 

Marlin Boltz AV Assisting Minister 

Kevin Mathias Organist 

Harry Cunningham Senior Choir Director 

Susan Farrell, Bill & Judy Vilcheck Ushers 

Jack & Amy Beiler Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 

Flowers are given to the glory of God by Ed and Grace Shields, in grateful appreciation of 61 years of marriage. 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Monday, 10/5 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 5:00 PM NA Meeting 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting 

Tuesday, 10/6 5:00 PM NA Meeting 

Thursday, 10/8 10:30 AM Bible Study 

 5:00 PM NA Meeting 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting 

 7:30 PM Choir Practice 

Saturday, 10/10 12:00 PM NA Meeting 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Update on Pastor Kimberly’s office hours. With all of the life and school shifts because of the pandemic, Pr. Kimberly will 

be working from home one or two days a week. Fridays remain her regular day off.  

 

Christian Education - Outdoors at Lutherlyn!  All Sunday school students are invited to meet at Dogwood Shelter from 

11:30 to 1 p.m. on Sundays October 4, 18 and 25. If you are in worship in person we will caravan out together. Please wear 

playclothes, outdoor shoes, and a mask.  A bagged lunch will be available. Please RSVP to Sharon at 

sharonfelc@zoominternet.net. 

mailto:sharonfelc@zoominternet.net


 

Jesus Christ and the Dividing Wall: Race and God’s Mission—Online lecture and learning series (October 7, 14, 21, and 

28 at 7:30 p.m.) through the World Mission Initiative at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Co-sponsored by the 

Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA and many other churches, these lectures invite us to have truthful 

conversations with one another and people all over the nation on how our understanding of race impacts the way we 

engage in God's mission. A group of First English folks are interested in having “watch parties” and weekly discussion. If 

you are interested in joining us, please email Pr. Kimberly at pkfelc@zoominternet.net. For more information, 

see:  https://www.pts.edu/wmi-conference. 

 

Take Out Dinner to Benefit Butler Meals on Wheels. On Tuesday, Oct. 20th from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at St. Peter’s Anglican 

Church (218 E. Jefferson St., Cliff St. entrance), Butler Meals on Wheels will offer a Take Out Dinner for $10. Choices are 

Beef Pot Roast and Biscuit or Cream Chicken and Biscuit. Bot dinners include coleslaw and pie.  

 

Do you wish to receive communion but are staying home for health reasons? Communion elements can also be brought 

to you at home—please call Pr. Kimberly at 724-283-2378 so she can speak with you about how best to do that. 

 

Are you or anyone you know suffering particular stress with the quarantine? There is a listening ear available. Please call 

Pr. Kimberly on her cell phone or at the church office (724-283-2378) to arrange an appointment.  

 

As you are able, please continue to support First English’s ministry financially during this time. Your gifts allow our 

ministry to continue. You can mail offerings into the church office (241 N. Main Street, Butler PA 16001) or give online at 

http://firstenglishbutler.org/giving/. 

 

PRAYERS 

Mary Elizabeth, the family of Mary Heist, Gayle Wynn, Aryl Bashline, Mary Maloney, the family of Ryan Warheit, 

Christiaan van Driel, the family of Scot Taylor, Claude, Audrey & Jonah Clark, Ed Beck, the family of Jim Templet, all those 

affected by the wildfires in California and Colorado, the family of Edgar Nieto, the family of Marjorie Ellis, Anita, the family 

of Frances Cypher, Jamie and Kaitlin Sprague, Graham Cannon, Becky Wyckoff, Larry Hamil, Jan Nieto, Gene and Myra 

Fozard, Cindy Regis & family, the family of Mildred Dollhopf, Sandy Snyder, David and Emma Lee Hartle, Edna Hartman, 

the family of Hailey Matheson, Ryan, Forest and Marietta White, Christine Pflugh, Asyiah, the family of Nancy, the family 

of Jean Purvis, Joyce Hall, Bruni Bilowich, Karen Vavro, Doug Horner, Sandy, Lisa, Wendy, Rhonda, Judy M., Mary Ellen, 

Claudia, Karen, Kitty Walker, Hope & Bruce Keeler, Gina Ambrosio, Elizabeth, Jena Wright, Tad Sellers, Ralph D’Antonio. 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Exodus 32:1-14 

The Israelites forge a golden calf 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Remember, O LORD, the favor you have for your people. (Ps. 106:4) 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Rejoice in the Lord always 

Matthew 22:1-14 

The parable of the unwelcome guest at the wedding feast 
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