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Texts for hymns can be found in the back of this bulletin.  

As you prepare your worship space, consider lighting a candle.  

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  

 

GATHERING HYMN  Virtual Choir via screenshare; slide 1 

“O Come All Ye Faithful”  - Bulletin, page 6 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  

And also with you.  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 

here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

READING Genesis 1:1-4 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

CHILDREN’S STORY The Song of the Stars  

 

READING Isaiah 9:2-7  

 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 



  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

HYMN        “It Came upon a Midnight Clear”   - Bulletin, page 7 

 

READING Luke 2:1-7   

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

HYMN  “Away in a Manger”   - Bulletin, page 8 

 

READING Luke 2:8-20  
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 



bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

HYMN ALPB Recording, while encouraging kids to ring bells or make noise at home 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”  -Bulletin, page 9 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Confident in the love and grace shown to us in the infant Christ Jesus, let us bring our prayers 

and requests to God. Our response to each petition is, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

For all your people throughout the world, that this Christmas we experience the joy you give 

despite all hardship and distress, Lord, in your mercy, 



Hear our prayer. 

 

For our nation, and for all nations throughout the world, that they would welcome your Son as 

Prince of Peace and so put an end to divisiveness, violence, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

For all who are hungry or cold, for those who lack clothing and blankets, and for those who 

need shelter, that You would open to them ways to meet these basic needs, Lord, in your mercy:  

Hear our prayer. 

 

For patience as we work for the end of the pandemic. Give rest to the weary, healing to the ill, 

hope to the despairing, and relief to those who have lost livelihoods, Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

For those in special need this night whom we now name aloud before you…(pause) .and for 

those whose names are known to you alone, that You would give whatever you see that they 

need. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For friends and family from whom we are estranged, and for all who live with broken 

relationships, that they—and we—might seek healing in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for all those who join us in praising the infant Christ tonight, but on another 

shore and in a greater light, that we might with them put all our trust in the Word made flesh. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

Into the manger of your love, Gracious God, we lay our prayers, in the name of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Finally, O God, as your Son as taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 

eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child; 

and may Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

 

HYMN “Silent Night”  - Bulletin, page 10 

 

DISMISSAL 

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Emily and Evan Stein, Holly Schubert, Marlin Boltz, 

Amy Beiler 

Readers 

Marlin Boltz AV Assisting Minister 

Melody Kamerer PowerPoint Assisting Minister 

Kevin Mathias  Organist 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Edgard Nieto, by Victor and Jan Nieto, Norma 

Gloria Nieto, and Norma Beatriz Nieto. 

 

POINSETTIAS contributed by Myrna Hamil, Larry Hamil, Josh & Jessie Kamerer, Sandy 

Lefebvre, and Bill & Judy Vilcheck 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE contributions made by Bob & Karen Domanski, Larry Hamil, Myrna 

Hamil, Signe Mitchell, Joseph & Patricia Zupancic, Thelma Jean Cross, Ed & Grace Shields, Ted 

& Joan Giese, Bill & Judy Vilcheck, John & Jolene Pelgrin, Marilyn Shoup, Brenda Ihlenfeld, 

John & Betty Sue Lehew, Jim & Jeanette Cunningham, Brent & Laura Warmbrod, Susan Farrell, 

Hazel Warheit, Danna Drescher 

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED December 24th & 25th in observance of the Christmas 

holiday.  The church office will also be closed January 1st. 

 

 


