Service of the Word for the Home and for ZOOM
Second Sunday of Christmas
January 3, 2021
10:00 a.m.
Are You Online? Join Zoom Worship!
Please email Caitlyn in the office at officefelc@zoominternet.net to be added to the email list for a link to the service.
Not Online? Join Us Over the Phone!
+1 301 715 8592 US
Meeting ID: 956 305 5281
Password: 408299
WELCOME
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silence for reflection
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are
truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. To
those who believe in Jesus Christ God gives the power to become the children of God, and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN

Go Tell It on the Mountain (all stanzas)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE spoken
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our homes, and for those who within them offer worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN

Angels, from the Realms of Glory, sts. 1 and 4

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE WORD
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of
food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.
7

Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 147:12-20

read responsively

12

Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
16God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
19God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!
SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we
have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless
before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure
of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this
is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
We welcome the gospel:
Alleluia! All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Alleluia!

GOSPEL

John 1:[1-9] 10-18

The Holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word became flesh
and brought grace and truth to the world.
[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning
with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY online
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect your church from
stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might
live always to the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in
delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live
in harmony with the world around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions of authority. Open
their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger
for the sake of others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those
living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of
pain or sickness (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation to communities divided by
oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your
image in one another. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith (especially). With all the saints, give
us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Finally, as Jesus have taught us, we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
THE SENDING
BLESSING
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the
shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child; and may Almighty God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.
HYMN

The First Noel, sts. 1 and 5

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Pastor Kimberly van Driel
Sandy Lefebvre
Susan Farrell
Kevin Mathias
Jim Cunningham
Brandon Stein
N/A

Presiding Minister
Assisting Minister
Reader
Organist
AV Assisting Minister
PowerPoint Assisting Minister
Counters

Flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of First English Lutheran Church.
THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH
Monday, 1/4
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM
Tuesday, 1/5
5:00 PM
Wednesday, 1/6
7:00 PM
Thursday, 1/7
5:00 PM
7:30 PM
Saturday, 1/2
9:00 AM

Community Dinner
NA Meeting
NA Meeting
NA Meeting
AA Meeting (Social Hall)
NA Meeting
NA Meeting
AA Meeting

12:00 PM

NA Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS
EPIPHANY
January-February 2021
Hymn #507 in ELW Hymnal – “O God of light, your word a lamp unfailing,
shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way…”
As a part of this church year season, which follows Christmas, we ask for help from each of you!
You will receive a letter from FELC about designing a star to be hung at the church. It will include helpful
information. The star from your family will join with the stars of all the other families!
Further information is on its way about the art pieces, date to be completed, etc.
Please watch for a letter in your mailbox (to come a little later in December)! Looking forward to hearing from you!
PRAYERS
The family and friends of Jake, the family of Marian Boltz, the family of Zack, Sue Morrow, Joan, Joey Lash, Andrea
Dubler, Janice Critchlow, Pastor Karl Schoch, Anne Ferguson, the family of Dan Hanczar, Jeanette Cunningham,
Marsh Miller, Ida Miller, Helen Wagner, Deanna Golden, the Lawson family, the Bodnar family, Tyler Jacob Huey,
Meredith, Mary and Eleanor, Larry, Frederick Miller, Edna Hartman, Jim Buehler, Justin Buehler, Cyndy Halin,
Gene Fozard, Cindy Regis & her daughter Angie, Josh, Aryl Bashline, Dave and Diana Braun, David and Gina &
family, Ida Miller, Shirley Sellers, Crystal, the family of Mary Heist, Gayle Wynn, Mary Maloney, the family of Ryan
Warheit, the family of Scot Taylor, Claude, Audrey & Jonah Clark, Ed Beck, the family of Jim Templet, all those
affected by the wildfires in California and Colorado, the family of Edgar Nieto, the family of Marjorie Ellis, Anita,
the family of Frances Cypher, Jamie and Kaitlin Sprague, Graham Cannon, Becky Wyckoff, Larry Hamil, Jan Nieto,
the family of Mildred Dollhopf, Sandy Snyder, David and Emma Lee Hartle, the family of Hailey Matheson, Ryan,
Forest and Marietta White, Christine Pflugh, Asyiah, the family of Nancy, the family of Jean Purvis, Joyce Hall,
Bruni Bilowich, Karen Vavro, Doug Horner, Sandy, Lisa, Wendy, Rhonda, Judy M., Mary Ellen, Claudia, Karen,
Kitty Walker, Gina Ambrosio, Elizabeth, Jena Wright, Tad Sellers, Ralph D’Antonio.
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Genesis 1:1-5
God creates light God creates light
Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Acts 19:1-7
Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus
Mark 1:4-11
Revelation of Christ as God’s servant

