
Service of the Word for the Home and for ZOOM 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 17, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Are You Online? Join Zoom Worship! 

Please email Caitlyn in the office at officefelc@zoominternet.net to be added to the email list for a link to the service. 

 

Not Online? Join Us Over the Phone! 

+1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen. 

 

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN   (next page) 

mailto:officefelc@zoominternet.net


  
 

 

Re-printed under onelicense.net  A-734698  



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you 

 

GLORY TO GOD  

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray:  Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you 

give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

THE WORD 

  

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

 

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, 

Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic 

ministry. 

 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were 

not widespread. 

  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the 

lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 

was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 

called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 

again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 

him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls 

you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant 

is listening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 

anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 

beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because 

his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of 

Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

  15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the 

vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he 

told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told 

you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems 

good to him.” 

  19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to 

Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.] 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18  read responsively 

 

 1LORD, you have searched me out; 

  O LORD, you have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

  you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

  and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  

 5You encompass me, behind and before, 

  and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 

  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 

  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  

 15My body was not hidden from you, 

  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book; 

  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 

 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 

  How great is the sum of them! 

 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

 

Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the death of Christ. Hence Christian 

relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy 

Spirit lives within us. 

 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 

dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and 

the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord 

and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take 

the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a 

prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord 

becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator 

sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 

have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

We welcome the gospel:  

Alleluia! We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, who brings us grace and truth. Alleluia!   

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL John 1:43-51 

 

The Holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, the first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.         

 

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from 

skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.” 

 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom 

Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 

him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 

know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are 

the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the 

fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 

and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY  online 

 

HYMN  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As this week we observe the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr., and inaugurate 

the new President of the United States, let us offer our laments and petitions to God, responding to each with the words 

“In mercy, receive our prayers.” 

O God, we lament the times when we, your church, have cherished political, racial, denominational, or cultural identities 

as more important than our identity as your beloved and baptized children. In this week of prayer for Christian unity, 

unite your people 



In mercy, receive our prayers. 

We lament the ways that we and our society have misused your earth with selfish or short-sighted actions, and we pray 

for an increased commitment to the care of your marvelous creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lament the ways our government has neglected the needs of the American people, and we pray for President-elect 

Biden, for Vice President-elect Harris, and for all our elected members of Congress, that they fulfill their obligations to 

uphold and extend the common good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lament the uncontrolled rage and the senseless violence that recently defaced our nation — a brief silence — and we 

pray that peace reign in our streets, that our capital cities be safe, that all citizens work with confidence and hope for a 

healthy common life, and that a spirit of reconciliation and cooperation mark the next stage of our national life. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lament the unspeakable sadness that has been unleashed by the coronavirus here and around the world — a brief 

silence — and we pray that you bring health to the sick, comfort to the dying, resilience to health workers, prompt 

vaccinations to everyone, and a lasting end to this scourge. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lament also our private sorrows and our hidden fears—a brief silence--and we pray that as with the boy Samuel, you 

speak to us in the night of our need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lament the lives of those who have died, in storms, in riots, and in sickbeds. We praise you especially for the life and 

legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr., and those we name here before you—a brief silence--and we pray that at the end, we join 

with all the members of your family in your presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, O loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Finally, as Jesus have taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another in accordance with Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 

 

The God of all hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  

Amen.  

 



The God of all grace, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Pastor Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Linda Mathias Assisting Minister 

Marlin Boltz Reader 

Kevin Mathias Organist 

Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister 

Holly Schubert PowerPoint Assisting Minister 

Jack and Amy Beiler Counters 

 

Flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of First English Lutheran Church.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Monday, 1/18 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 5:00 PM NA Meeting 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting 

Tuesday, 1/19 5:00 PM NA Meeting 

 7:00 PM Zoom prayers for peace 

Wednesday, 1/20 7:00 PM AA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thursday, 1/21 5:00 PM NA Meeting 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting 

Saturday, 1/23 9:00 AM AA Meeting 

 12:00 PM NA Meeting 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There will be a brief (30 min) Zoom prayer service for peace on Tuesday, January 19 (the eve of the inauguration) to pray 

for peace.  

 

The annual meeting will take place on January 31, in accordance with our congregation’s by-laws. The meeting will be 

held in a hybrid zoom/in-person format. Those members of our congregation who call into zoom worship via landline or 

who do not have any zoom access will be invited to worship in person on that day and attend the congregational meeting.  

The church council respectfully asks that those who are able to join worship and the meeting by zoom video please do so. 

This arrangement will allow all members to be able to ask questions and make comments in the annual meeting (as is 

legally required) while keeping the risk of coronavirus transmission as low as possible. Please remember that community 

transmission is still high and that our staff, our A/V technicians, and a couple of our council members do not have the 

option of staying home if we are to lead worship and the meeting in a suitable way. We want to protect them as much as 

possible.  Following worship on January 24, Pastor Kimberly will host a zoom training to prepare zoom attendees to participate in 

the meeting.  

 

PRAYERS 

Graham Cannon, the family of Pastor Christine and Mark Rotella, Dewey Miller, Edna Hartman, and their loved ones; 

Debbie Damiano, Frida Nelson, Pam and children, the family and friends of Jake, the family of Marian Boltz, the family of 

Zack, Sue Morrow, Joan, Joey Lash, Andrea Dubler, Janice Critchlow, Pastor Karl Schoch, Anne Ferguson, the family of 

Dan Hanczar, Jeanette Cunningham, Marsh Miller, Ida Miller, Helen Wagner, the Lawson family, the Bodnar family, 

Tyler Jacob Huey, Meredith, Mary and Eleanor, Larry, Frederick Miller, Jim Buehler, Justin Buehler, Cyndy Halin, Gene 



Fozard, Cindy Regis & her daughter Angie, Josh, Aryl Bashline, Dave and Diana Braun, David and Gina & family, Shirley 

Sellers, Crystal, the family of Mary Heist, Gayle Wynn, Mary Maloney, the family of Ryan Warheit, the family of Scot 

Taylor, Claude, Audrey & Jonah Clark, Ed Beck, the family of Jim Templet, all those affected by the wildfires in California 

and Colorado, the family of Edgard Nieto, the family of Marjorie Ellis, Anita, Jamie and Kaitlin Sprague, Graham Cannon, 

Becky Wyckoff, Larry Hamil, Jan Nieto, the family of Mildred Dollhopf, Sandy Snyder, David and Emma Lee Hartle, the 

family of Hailey Matheson, Ryan, Forest and Marietta White, Christine Pflugh, Asyiah, the family of Nancy, Joyce Hall, 

Bruni Bilowich, Karen Vavro, Doug Horner, Sandy, Lisa, Wendy, Rhonda, Judy M., Mary Ellen, Claudia, Karen, Kitty 

Walker, Gina Ambrosio, Elizabeth, Jena Wright, Tad Sellers, Ralph D’Antonio. 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Repentance at Nineveh 

Psalm 62:5-12 

God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6) 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Living in the end times 

Mark 1:14-20 

The calling of the disciples at the sea 

 

 


