Service of the Word for the Home and for ZOOM
First Sunday of Lent
February 21, 2021
10:00 a.m.
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: In-person worship will resume at First English this Sunday, February 21 in hybrid
format (incorporating online and in-person leadership). Please see the enclosed pastoral letter for more information.
Are You Online? Join Zoom Worship!
Please email Caitlyn in the office at officefelc@zoominternet.net to be added to the email list for a link to the service.
Not Online? Join Us Over the Phone!
+1 301 715 8592 US
Meeting ID: 956 305 5281
Password: 408299
GATHERING
PRELUDE

“O Lord, We Praise You”
“Moderato”
“Lord, So Oft by Sin O’ertaken”

- Benjamin Culli, setting
- Orlando Gibbons
- J.S. Bach / F.W. Marpurg

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock and our
redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of compassion,
confessing our sin.
Brief silence:
Gracious God, fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what
we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of
God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
HYMN/PROCESSION OF THE CROSS
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of
temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the

wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
THE WORD
FIRST READING

Genesis 9:8-17

Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his
family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses
humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants
after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth
with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have
set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the
earth.”
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-10

read responsively

To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
1

SECOND READING

1 Peter 3:18-22

As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to save us from a sinful existence.
This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
We welcome the gospel:
One does not live by bread alone,* but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.
GOSPEL

Mark 1:9-15

The Holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of
God’s reign.
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted
by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
9

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN (next page)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this first Sunday in Lent, let us pray boldly for all in need, responding to each petition with words echoing today’s
psalm, “In you we put our trust.”
Relying on you, O God of our salvation, we pray for the church throughout the world, that strengthened by the promises
of baptism, we discern your way of truth and justice, and reject the attractive lures of evil. Sustain those Christians who
are beset with temptations or hardship. Receive our prayers, O God: In you we put our trust.
Grateful for the abundance of creation, we pray that you preserve the wild beasts and that you would make us mindful of
your love for everything you have made. Receive our prayers, O God: In you we put our trust.
Distressed by injustice and violence, we pray for leaders who govern in our nation and around the world, that they strive
for equality and concord in all things. Visit the people of Myanmar and Sudan and stem the might of tyrants the world
over. Receive our prayers, O God: In you we put our trust.
Alert to the difficulties of wintertime, we pray for all who are cold, for all the homeless, for refugees awaiting assistance,
for those in Texas and others without power, and for all whose employment requires them to endure brutal weather,
especially sanitation, postal, and electricity workers. Receive our prayers, O God: In you we put our trust.
Pained by the suffering of others, we pray for all who are sick, especially those we name here before you: . . . We pray for
all who have contracted COVID-19, for those who are bowed down by trials of any kind, for those who face natural
disasters, for those whose suffering is known only to you. Comfort those who feel desolate. Give health and wholeness to
all who suffer. Receive our prayers, O God: In you we put our trust.
Praying also for ourselves, we ask your Spirit to accompany us through each wilderness that we must endure. Hear now
the desires of our hearts. Receive our prayers, O tender and mighty God: In you we put our trust.
We praise you for the Christians of time past, especially Polycarp and all the martyrs who died in their witness to you.
Give us the faith that at the end, your rainbow will bring endless beauty to all things. Receive our prayers, O splendid
God: In you we put our trust.
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING PRAYER
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts
which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people do give you thanks, saying:
Your mercy endures forever.
By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, granting them life and calling them to flourish, setting
the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your love and faithfulness. Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing them with family outnumbering the stars
and calling them to be a blessing to others, showing them steadfast love in every generation and calling them to be a light
to the nations. Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.
By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your living Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of
your self-giving love. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember his life laid down and lifted up as we proclaim
the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to be a blessing. Make us a sign of your
faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to serve the world with mercy and love. With all the saints in light,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, in your
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Finally, as Jesus has taught us, we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Grant us your peace, Amen.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in your
hearts, with thanksgiving.
SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Compassionate God, you feed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us through these forty days, that we may hunger for
justice, make peace with our neighbors and the world you have made, and praise you with grateful hearts, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.
HYMN/RECESSION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Jesus, Name All Names Above”

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Pastor Kimberly van Driel
Linda Mathias
Susan Farrell
Judy Wadding
Signe Mitchell
Marlin Boltz
Holly Schubert
Bob and Karen Domanski
Jim and Jeanette Cunningham

- Johann Schop

Presiding Minister
Assisting Minister
Reader
Crucifer
Organist
AV Assisting Minister
PowerPoint Assisting Minister
Ushers
Counters

Flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of First English Lutheran Church.
THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH
Monday, 2/22
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM
Tuesday, 2/23
5:00 PM
Wednesday, 2/24
12:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Thursday, 2/25
5:00 PM
7:30 PM
Saturday, 2/27
9:00 AM
12:00 PM

Community Dinner
NA Meeting
NA Meeting
NA Meeting
In-Person Midweek Worship at Trinity Lutheran Church
Online Book or Bible Study (details below)
AA Meeting (Social Hall)
NA Meeting
NA Meeting
AA Meeting
NA Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lenten Observance with Butler Area Lutheran Ministries
Wednesdays 12 p.m. beginning February 24: in-person midweek worship at Trinity Lutheran Church (which has the
largest sanctuary and best opportunity for social distancing). These services will also be streamed on YouTube and
reposted for later viewing.
Wednesday evenings at 7 pm beginning February 24: Online book or Bible study via Zoom. Two options!
Book Study: Samuel Wells’ The Power and the Passion: Six Characters in Search of Resurrection. This book examines how
Jesus’ death exposes the truth about our world and how the resurrection opens a new way of life by looking at six biblical
characters: Pontius Pilate, Barabbas, Pilot’s Wife, Peter, Joseph of Arimathea, and Mary Magdalene. Along the way, we
will find insights on topics of contemporary importance: marriage, violence, friendship, and politics.
Leader: Pr. Kimberly van Driel, First English
Bible Study: Ecclesiastes. This Old Testament book provides wisdom and guidance through difficult times.
Leader: Pr. Joel Benson, Trinity
Zoom links TBA.
If you would like Easter flowers, please place your order with the church office (724) 283-2378 or
officefelc@zoominternet.net by Sunday, March 14th. There is a sign-up sheet posted in the social room or you can
contact the office for an order form.
PRAYERS
Marc and family, Hazel Warheit, Eleanor Roth, the family of Gene Fozard, David and Michele, the Jones family, the
family of Jean Baldauf, Jamie Goehring, Jason Beckwith, and Devin, Codi, Savannah, Alyssa & Ethan, Rachel Faulkner,
Graham Cannon, the family of Pastor Christine and Mark Rotella, Dewey Miller, Edna Hartman, and their loved ones;
Debbie Damiano, Frida Nelson, Pam and children, the family and friends of Jake, the family of Marian Boltz, the family of
Zack, Sue Morrow, Joan, Joey Lash, Andrea Dubler, Janice Critchlow, Pastor Karl Schoch, Anne Ferguson, the family of
Dan Hanczar, Jeanette Cunningham, Marsh Miller, Ida Miller, Helen Wagner, the Lawson family, the Bodnar family,
Tyler Jacob Huey, Meredith, Mary and Eleanor, Larry, Frederick Miller, Jim Buehler, Justin Buehler, Cyndy Halin, Cindy
Regis & her daughter Angie, Josh, Aryl Bashline, Dave and Diana Braun, David and Gina & family, Shirley Sellers,
Crystal, Gayle Wynn, Mary Maloney, the family of Ryan Warheit, the family of Scot Taylor, Claude, Audrey & Jonah
Clark, Ed Beck, the family of Jim Templet, the family of Edgard Nieto, the family of Marjorie Ellis, Anita, Jamie and
Kaitlin Sprague, Becky Wyckoff, Larry Hamil, Jan Nieto, David and Emma Lee Hartle, the family of Hailey Matheson,
Ryan, Forest and Marietta White, Christine Pflugh, Asyiah, the family of Nancy, Joyce Hall, Bruni Bilowich, Karen Vavro,
Doug Horner, Sandy, Lisa, Wendy, Rhonda, Judy M., Mary Ellen, Claudia, Karen, Kitty Walker, Gina Ambrosio,
Elizabeth, Jena Wright, Tad Sellers, Ralph D’Antonio.
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
God blesses Abraham and Sarah
Psalm 22:23-31
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27)
Romans 4:13-25
The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith
Mark 8:31-38
The passion prediction

