Service of Holy Communion
Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 13, 2021

10:00 a.m.
GATHERING
PRELUDE “Pentecost” - Camil Van Hulse
“All Depends on Our Possessing” - W. Wold; F. Peeters; ].S. Bach

WELCOME
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father and of the Son + of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to turn away from you is to fall, to turn toward you is to
rise, and to stand before you is to live forever. Give us at this moment
your mercy, that we may confess our sin and receive your forgiveness,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The congregation may sit or kneel.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ God gives the power to become the children of God, and bestows
on them the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“We Know That Christ is Raised” Red Book #449 stanzas 1-2



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the
world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear
your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
THE WORD
FIRST READING 1 Samuel 15:34--16:13

Saul, anointed by the prophet Samuel as the first king of Israel, displeases
the LORD. The LORD therefore sends Samuel to Bethlehem, where he anoints
David, the youngest of the sons of Jesse, to succeed Saul as king.

#Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of
Saul. ¥Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but
Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made
Saul king over Israel.

161The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and
set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you,
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” *Invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for
me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves
and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons
and invited them to the sacrifice.



¢When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD's
anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” #Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has
the LORD chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 1°Jesse made seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen any of these.” "Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not
sit down until he comes here.” 2He sent and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said,
“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 3Then Samuel took the horn of
oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of
the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then
set out and went to Ramah.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 20 read responsively

May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble,
the name of the God of Jacob defend you;
2send you help from the sanctuary
and strengthen you out of Zion;
Smay the LORD remember all your offerings
and accept your burnt sacrifice;
‘grant you your heart’s desire
and prosper all your plans.
5We will shout for joy at your victory and unfurl our banners in the
name of our God;
may the LORD grant all your requests.
®Now I know that the LORD gives victory to the anointed one;
God will answer out of the holy heaven, gaining victory with
a strong right hand.
7Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we rely on the name of the LORD our God.



8They collapse and fall down,

but we will arise and stand upright.
°0 LORD, give victory to the king

and answer us when we call.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider
Jesus from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died
for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

650 we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at
home in the body we are away from the Lord —’for we walk by faith, not
by sight. #Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away
from the body and at home with the Lord. °So whether we are at home or
away, we make it our aim to please him. %For all of us must appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense
for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

[""Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others;
but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also
well known to your consciences. ?We are not commending ourselves to
you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you
may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not
in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you. ] For the love of Christ urges us on, because we
are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. >And he
died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves,
but for him who died and was raised for them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we
know him no longer in that way. 7So if anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  sung by choir



GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, the fourth
chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear
and understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s
kingdom.

2¢[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed
on the ground,”and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. #The earth produces of
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. ¥But
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the
harvest has come.”

%He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or
what parable will we use for it? 3t is like a mustard seed, which, when
sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 2yet
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were
able to hear it; >*he did not speak to them except in parables, but he
explained everything in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may be seated.

SERMON

HYMN “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” Red Book #580
The congregation may stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.”

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before God in prayer, responding to each petition with the
words “Grant us your life.”

A brief silence.

Let us unite before God in prayer, responding to each petition with the
words “Grant us your life.”

A brief silence.

Holy God, Fount of blessings, we pray for the church: that the seeds of
faith which you plant take root and grow; that those churches that are
emerging from the pandemic re-gather their members in safety; and that
you bless the church in Ethiopia and other places that are experiencing
great distress. O Giver of all goodness: Grant us your life.

We pray for the earth: that the trees and forests be protected; that farms
around the globe be safeguarded from drought, flood, and pestilence;
and that wild animals thrive their habitats. O Giver of all goodness:
Grant us your life.



We pray for health and wholeness: for countries where COVID-19 is
accelerating and vaccines are not available; for relief agencies, that the
hungry be fed; for those who are beaten down by poverty and
homelessness; for those who are suffering from climate disasters; for any
who are sick, especially those with no access to medical care; and for
those we name here before you....(silence for prayer)...O Giver of all
goodness: Grant us your life.

We pray for students, teachers, and all school staff as they end this
strangest of school years, that all in need of rest, food, safety, and
community may find those needs met this summer. O Giver of all
goodness: Grant us your life.

We pray finally for ourselves: that you give us the grace to welcome
anything new that comes from you; and that in mercy you receive our
private petitions.... A longer period of silence. O Giver of all goodness:
Grant us your life.

For all who have died in the faith, and for those whom we remember
here before you, especially Dick and Jeff, we offer our thanks, gracious
Redeemer. For all who will die today, we ask your mercy. And at the end
that we join with all your people in the perfection of your presence, we
pray. O Giver of all goodness: Grant us your life.

To you we pray, O God, our Source, Sovereign, and Strength, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM “Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded”
- Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622

The congregation may stand.
MEAL

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father....(the presiding minister
continues giving thanks)....For as often as we eat of this bread and drink
from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.



Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection,

we await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised
feast. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body
and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our
inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every
place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty
Father, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Finally, as Jesus has taught us, we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
The gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord is
good.
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The congregation may be seated.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is
truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to
receive; please keep 6 feet of distance between you and the next group of
communicants. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you
wish to receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not
both), please know that you still receive the full communion.

The congregation may stand.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you have given
the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.



THE SENDING

BLESSING

May God, who has made from the dust of the earth, and who has
redeemed you from the power of the evil one, strengthen you on your
journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s

face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with

favor and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”

RECESSION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“When In Our Music God Is Glorified —

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Red Book #551

Fugue” - David Cherwien

Pastor Kimberly van Driel

Presiding Minister

Mollie Hibbs

Assisting Minister

Jeanne Graff Reader
Dan Morrow Crucifer
Signe Mitchell Organist

Harry Cunningham

Senior Choir Director

Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister
Holly Schubert PowerPoint Assisting Minister
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild
Bob and Karen Domanski Ushers
Jim and Jeanette Cunningham Counters

Flowers are given to the glory of God by Thelma Jean Cross, in memory of her
husband, Harold, and her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Graff.




THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH

Monday, 6/14 5:00 PM Community Dinner

8:00 PM NA Meeting
Wednesday, 6/16 12:00 PM | Staff Meeting

7:00 PM AA Meeting (Social Hall)
Thursday, 6/17 10:30 AM | Bible Study

7:30 PM NA Meeting
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, 6/19 12:00 PM NA Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention all youth entering grades 8-12! The ELCA’s national gathering
for youth is happening next summer, and the youth of Butler Area
Lutheran Ministries wish to attend. There will be a gathering on
Thursday, June 17, at 6 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church to find out the
basics, get to know one another, eat pizza, and play some games. Contact
Pr. Kimberly for more information.

Vacation Bible School will take place August 5, 6 & 7 at the Dogwood
Shelter at Camp Lutherlyn. Please email Sharon at
sharonfelc@zoominternet.net for details.

We look forward to hearing your voice, your instrument, and musical
talent as an important part of our worship! A Summer Music Schedule
is posted in the Social Hall. Please consider signing your name on the
schedule for one of the Sundays in June, July or August. We look
forward to hearing you at the church on your chosen Sunday. However,
if you have concerns about attending in-person during the pandemic,
please let us know if you would prefer to pre-record your selection of
music in advance. Thank you for sharing your time and talent!

Take-Out Dinners of Beef Pot Roast or Cream Chicken to Support
Butler Meals on Wheels will be available for $10 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 15% from St. Peter’s Anglican Church at 218 East
Jefferson St. Meals include biscuit, coleslaw, and pie.


mailto:sharonfelc@zoominternet.net

PRAYERS

For the safe return of Isabella Kaechele, Dave Konesni, Donna, the family
of Rita Wagner, the family of Carol Duffus, Judy O. and family, Graham
Cannon, Anne Ferguson, Claudia, Karen, Sandy, Anita, Joyce Hall, Kitty
Walker, Nancy Hoehn, Tad & Shirley Sellers, Aryl Bashline, Jenna, Tom

Olson, Pam Patterson

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS

1 Samuel 17: [1a, 4-11, 19-23] 32-49
The LORD’s victory over Goliath
Psalm 9:9-20
You, O LORD, will be a refuge in time of trouble. (Ps. 9:9)
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Paul’s defense of his ministry
Mark 4:35-41
Christ calming the sea



