
Service of Holy Communion 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 19, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

 

THE GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE “Canzona Prima”  - Girolamo Frescobaldi 

  “We all believe in one God” - Marcel Dupré 

 

WELCOME 

 

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

  

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, God promises to heal and forgive us. Let us confess our sins 

in the presence of God and of one another.  

  

To you, O God, 

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, 

confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in 

your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in 

justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

Amen. 

  

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the 

death and resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. 

The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep 

you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN “God Is Here”  sts. 1 and 4 Red Book #526    

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 

welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish 

ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding 

as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING Wisdom 1:16--2:1, 12-22 

 

Dating from shortly before the time of Christ, the Wisdom of Solomon is a piece 

of Jewish wisdom literature. This reading portrays the ungodly planning the 

downfall of the righteous person. The ungodly are allied with death, and they do 

not know that God gives eternal life to the righteous. 

 
16The ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death; 

 considering him a friend, they pined away 

 and made a covenant with him, 

 because they are fit to belong to his company. 

 2:1For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves, 

 “Short and sorrowful is our life, 

 and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end, 

 and no one has been known to return from Hades. 

 

 12“Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, 

 because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our actions; 

 he reproaches us for sins against the law, 

 and accuses us of sins against our training. 

 13He professes to have knowledge of God, 

 and calls himself a child of the Lord. 

 14He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; 

 15the very sight of him is a burden to us, 

 because his manner of life is unlike that of others, 

 and his ways are strange. 

 16We are considered by him as something base, 



 and he avoids our ways as unclean; 

 he calls the last end of the righteous happy, 

 and boasts that God is his father. 

 17Let us see if his words are true, 

 and let us test what will happen at the end of his life; 

 18for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him, 

 and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. 

 19Let us test him with insult and torture, 

 so that we may find out how gentle he is, 

 and make trial of his forbearance. 

 20Let us condemn him to a shameful death, 

 for, according to what he says, he will be protected.” 

 

 21Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, 

 for their wickedness blinded them, 

 22and they did not know the secret purposes of God, 

 nor hoped for the wages of holiness, 

 nor discerned the prize for blameless souls. 

 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 54 read responsively 

 

 1Save me, O God, by your name; 

  in your might, defend my cause. 

 2Hear my prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought 

my life, 

  those who have no regard for God. 

 4Behold, God is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  

 5Render evil to those who spy on me; 

  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 

 6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down on my enemies.  



 

SECOND READING James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 

 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy 

our own wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, 

mercy, and impartiality toward others. 

 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life 

that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you 

have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful 

and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, 

but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish 

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But 

the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 

yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those 

who make peace.4: 

 

  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? 

Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You 

want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you 

covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 

conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not 

receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on 

your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 

and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to 

you. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37 

  

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, the ninth 

chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is 

seduced by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and 

money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 

 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did 

not want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to 

them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they 

will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But 

they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 

asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they 

were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was 

the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then 

he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he 

said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

The congregation may be seated. 

 



SERMON 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   

“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” sts. 1-2   Red Book #445 

 

HOLY BAPTISM OF ISLA GRACE CIRILLO 

    page 227 in the front of the red book 

 

HYMN  

“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” st. 3 Red Book #445 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all of those in need.  

 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in 

our love for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are 

encouraged to work together for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. We remember 

Madagascar, the western United States, and all places where there is 

drought. We lift up to you the Gulf Coast and all places where there are 

storms Awaken in us a new desire to care for this world and to live 

sustainably.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in 

conflict, especially Afghanistan and Syria. Inspire leaders to work for 

peace and restrain those who would inspire terror.  Protect the 

vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their home or 

country. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with illness of any kind, and 

help them find appropriate care. Guard and guide the administrators, 

nurses, and physicians who care for coronavirus patients. Daily restore 

their compassion and energy. Bring healing and wholeness also to them 



when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. 

Renew in us your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they 

grow, strengthen their faith and our commitment to them. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have 

died and pray for all who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your 

saints. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  “Ricercare” - Jean Langlais 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

MEAL 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in 

grace, and fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and 

orchard we offer here. Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture and 

the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy…(the presiding minister continues 

giving thanks)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
 

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your 

covenant people, led them on all their journeys, and taught them by the 

prophets... (the presiding minister continues giving thanks, concluding) …As 

often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  



Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal and make us one in this 

community of faith and with your people throughout the world. 

  

Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, 

Power of the Most High, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come to the table, for all is now 

ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may be seated. 

 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT 

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is 

truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to 

receive; please keep 6 feet of distance between you and the next group of 

communicants. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you 

wish to receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not 

both), please know that you still receive the full communion.  

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  

Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 



in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering 

world. May the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN  

“Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth”   Red Book #727 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” - Johann Pachelbel 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Jim Cunningham Assisting Minister 

Marlin Boltz Reader 

Dan Morrow Crucifer 

Signe Mitchell Organist 

Harry Cunningham Senior Choir Director 

Marlin Boltz AV Assisting Minister 

Heather Helsel PowerPoint Assisting Minister 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

Susan Farrell and Jan Nieto Ushers 

Susan Farrell and Sue Morrow Counters 

 

Flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of  

First English Lutheran Church. 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Monday, 9/20 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 



Wednesday, 9/22 7:00 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Thursday, 9/23 10:30 AM Bible Study 

 7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal  

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Friday, 9/24  Pr. Kimberly’s day off 

Saturday, 9/25 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We rejoice that Isla Grace Cirillo receives the sacrament of Holy 

Baptism today! Isla is the daughter of Madison Wright and William 

Cirillo. Godparent is Katie Thompson. Welcome to God’s family, Isla! 

 

Sundays @ Lutherlyn begin today, at the Dogwood Shelter at Camp 

Lutherlyn. Our theme for the fall is Living in God’s Time. 

11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Lunch and Learning for all kids ages 3- 5th grade; 

confirmation for 6th-8th graders 

1:00 - 1:25 p.m. Service of Holy Communion for all 

 

Butler Hospital is now allowing pastoral visitation! If you are 

hospitalized and would like Pr. Kimberly to visit, please let the church 

office know. 

 

The Butler VA needs clothing, socks, and shoes to help the Voluntary 

Services department keep up with the growing demand. Because of 

Covid, they are only able to accept donations of new items. Their 

greatest need is for plus-sized men’s and women’s clothing (XXL and 

up). Items can be brought to the church and Karen Cranmer will deliver 

them to the VA. 

 

PRAYERS 

Jean Morrow; families of Joan Chew, Henry Sinopoli, and Mark 

Grossman; family of Shirley Sellers; family of Barbara Petanovich and 

Curtis Wilbert; friend of the Swansons; Don, Betty and family; Mia Gill; 

Claude and all the soldiers who have been recently deployed to Kuwait 

as well as their families; Eleanor Roth; Joe Roudebush; Joe and Linda; 

Dave Konesni; Raymond Sawyer; Donna; the family of Rita Wagner; the 

family of Carol Duffus; Judy O. and family; Graham Cannon; Anne 



Ferguson; Claudia; Karen; Anita; Joyce Hall; Kitty Walker; Nancy 

Hoehn; Aryl Bashline; Jenna; Tom Olson; Pam Patterson 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Esther’s intercession spares the lives of her people 

Psalm 124 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler. (Ps. 124:7) 

James 5:13-20 

Prayer and anointing in the community 

Mark 9:38-50 

Warnings to those who obstruct faith 


