
Service of Holy Communion  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 22, 2022 

10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE Voluntary   - Charles Vincent 

  Verset    - Jean Langlais 

 Jerusalem, My Happy Home  - Charles Callahan 

 

WELCOME 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of baptism: 

In the name of the Father and of the Son + of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with 

Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your 

throne: through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through. 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 

You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us. 

You have become our salvation. 

Now breathe upon this water 

and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, 



be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Red Book #631 

 

GREETING  

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.    

 

KYRIE      page 138 in the front of the red book 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST  page 140 in the front of the red book 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and 

you promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, 

that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world 

you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

The congregation may be seated. 

 

THE WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING Acts 16:9-15 

 

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, 

an important person in the business community, whose heart has been opened 

by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus 

for the founding of the church at Philippi. 

 
9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia 

pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help 



us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 

Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them. 

 

 11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the 

following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a 

leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 

remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went 

outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of 

prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 

there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 

listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 

cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 

Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 

saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay 

at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 67 read responsively 

 

 1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on 

earth. 

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 7May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.    

 

 



SECOND READING Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 

 

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with 

God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and 

the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon. 

 
10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high 

mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 

heaven from God. 

 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to 

shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 

bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there 

will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor 

of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 

practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in 

the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the 

middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of 

life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed 

will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb 

will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more 

night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their 

light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL John 14:23-29 

 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John the 

fourteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus 

taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a peace 

that overcomes fear. 

 
23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my 

word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and 

make our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep 

my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father 

who sent me. 

 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 

you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 

them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am 

coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the 

Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you 

this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 



SERMON   

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  O Spirit of Life  Red Book #405 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is 

at work. Guide bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their 

visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us with your peace. God, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bless the work of farmers, laborers, and gardeners who are beginning 

their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to 

feed all living things. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in 

power seek to assert dominance over others, confound their ways and 

make them yield to your humble authority. God, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace 

(especially). Create places filled with hospitality where hurting people 

find your loving presence and wholeness. God, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Support the work of ministries and organizations in our communities 

who assist people experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from 

prison, and all marginalized people (especially). Accomplish your will 

through their efforts. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Assemble your people at the waters of baptism through which you join 

us to a communion of saints from all times and places. Gather us with 

those who have died (especially) to meet again at your river of life. God, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen. 

 



THE MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM “We Pray for Peace” - Jean Sibelius 

 

February 24, 2022 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 

We pray for peace, O God of love and justice,  

as once again, we face a time of war.  

The meek and humble try – amid the crisis –  

to love and build, to nurture and restore. 

May leaders hear the truth the prophets teach us –  

that gifts of peace are well worth struggling for. 

 

We pray for peace, O Christ who calmed the waters –  

who stilled the storm, who stilled disciples’ fear. 

You spoke with love and with amazing power;  

be with us now when trouble is so near. 

May leaders see the miracle you offer –  

that words and deeds can calm the nations here.  

 

We pray for peace, O Spirit here among us;  

your love emboldens, judges, and restrains. 

Take any hate and acts of impulse from us;  

make leaders wise, amid competing claims. 

May we seek peace, O God of love and justice;  

may love and mercy be our highest aims.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 

those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy (the presiding minister continues 

giving thanks)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 



and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Finally, as Jesus has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT 

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is 

truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to 

receive; please keep 6 feet of distance between you and the next group of 

communicants. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you 

wish to receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not 

both), please know that you still receive the full communion.  

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   led by the assisting minister 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you have given 

the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 

your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN     My Life Flows On in Endless Song   Red Book #763 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Jerusalem, Thou City Fair and High           - Melchior Franck 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Linda Mathias Assisting Minister 

Jeanne Graff Reader 

Kevin Mathias Organist 

Harry Cunningham Sr. Choir Director 

Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister 

Heather Helsel PowerPoint Assisting Minister 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

Bob and Karen Domanski Ushers 

Susan Farrell and Sue Morrow Counters 

Josh and Jessie Kamerer Social Hour 

 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Larry Hamil in loving memory of 

Helen “Babe” Jankovich, friend and pierogi maker at St. Andrew Orthodox 

Church for over 80 years.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 5/23 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Wed., 5/25 7:00 PM AA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 5/26 10:30 AM Bible Study  

 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Fri., 5/27  Pastor Kimberly’s Day Off 



Sat., 5/28 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Next Sunday, May 29th (the Sunday before Memorial Day), we will 

remember by name in the prayers of intercession those known to our 

congregation who died in service of our country. If you would like to 

have someone remembered in the prayers that day, please email the 

church office at officefelc@zoominternet.net or place their names on the 

list in the bulletin board in the social hall.  

 

VBS will be held at Lutherlyn June 20th -24th. Children ages 3 through 

entering fifth grade are invited to attend. Registration forms can be 

downloaded from First English’s website or picked up at the front desk 

in the church office.  

 

If you would like to be added to First English’s email list, please send 

us an email to officefelc@zoominternet.net. 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Holly Schubert; Jeff Cunningham; family of Mary Ellen Shanor; 

continued healing for John Negley; family of Don Hapeman (Jeanette 

Cunningham’s stepfather); family of Jim Petsinger; Ellen Dodge; family 

of Jean Morrow; Jamie McPoyle & family; Andrea Dubler; Keith Morgan; 

Jan Nieto; family of Marlyn Dempsey; Michelle; baby Mac & family; 

family of Megan Gibson; Chrissy; family of Charlie Stitt; Jennifer Hartle 

Fink; family of Rob Huey; the people of Ukraine & others affected by the 

conflict; Tracy Steadman & family; Kassidy; Roberta; Cindy Regis & 

family; continued healing for Graham Cannon; Tad Sellers; Anne 

Ferguson; Pam Patterson; Tom Olson; Judy; Claudia; Karen; Anita 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

Acts 16:16-34 

While in prison, Paul speaks to the jailer, who is then baptized 

Psalm 97 

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous. (Ps. 97:12) 

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

mailto:officefelc@zoominternet.net
mailto:officefelc@zoominternet.net


Blessed are those who wash their robes 

John 17:20-26 

Jesus prays that the disciples will be one and abide in his love 

 

ZOOM MEETING INFO 

 

To join online, click ‘Join Our ZOOM Meeting’ in the email. 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299  

 

To join via telephone, dial: +1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

 

Copyright information for today’s choir anthem: Permission is given for 

free use of this hymn, including in online worship services. Biblical references: 

Psalm 34:14; Psalm 85:10; Proverbs 12:20; Isaiah 11:6-8; Matthew 5:9; Luke 

8:22-25; Luke 19:41; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Galatians 5:22-23. Tune: Jean 

Sibelius, 1899 (“This is My Song”) Text: Copyright © 2022 by Carolyn 

Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

 

Liturgical portion of today’s service are reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 

 


