
Service of Holy Communion 

9th Sunday after Pentecost  

August 7, 2022 

10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE  

“Do Not Despair, O Little Flock” - Johann Pachelbel 

“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” - Gordon Young, arr. 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” - Charles Callahan, arr. 

 

WELCOME  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures 

forever. Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 

grow into the mercy of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before 

ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by 

those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to 

love our neighbors. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 

Amen. 

 



GATHERING HYMN  

“God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” Red Book #771 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD page 139 in the front of the red book. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and 

light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we 

may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 

 

THE WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

 

Isaiah announces God’s displeasure with the offerings and sacrifices of a people 

who are without compassion. He urges them instead to do justice and defend the 

oppressed. Indeed, if they repent, God promises that they will be made as clean 

as new-fallen snow. 

 
1The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 

Judah. 

 

 10Hear the word of the LORD, 

  you rulers of Sodom! 

 Listen to the teaching of our God, 

  you people of Gomorrah! 

 11What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 

  says the LORD; 

 I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 



  and the fat of fed beasts; 

 I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

  or of lambs, or of goats. 

 12When you come to appear before me, 

  who asked this from your hand? 

  Trample my courts no more; 

 13bringing offerings is futile; 

  incense is an abomination to me. 

 New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— 

  I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 

 14Your new moons and your appointed festivals 

  my soul hates; 

 they have become a burden to me, 

  I am weary of bearing them. 

 15When you stretch out your hands, 

  I will hide my eyes from you; 

 even though you make many prayers, 

  I will not listen; 

  your hands are full of blood. 

 16Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

  remove the evil of your doings 

  from before my eyes; 

 cease to do evil, 

  17learn to do good; 

 seek justice, rescue the oppressed, 

 defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 

 18Come now, let us argue it out, 

  says the LORD: 

 though your sins are like scarlet, 

  they shall be like snow; 

 though they are red like crimson, 

  they shall become like wool. 

 19If you are willing and obedient, 

  you shall eat the good of the land; 

 20but if you refuse and rebel, 

  you shall be devoured by the sword; 

  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 50:1-8, 22-23 read responsively 

 

 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 

  God shines forth in glory. 

 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 

  to witness the judgment of the people.  

 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with 

sacrifice.” 

 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 

  for it is God who is judge. 

 7“Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against 

you; 

  for I am God, your God. 

 8I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; 

  your burnt offerings are always before me.  

 22Consider this well, you who forget God, 

  lest I tear you apart and there be none to deliver you. 

 23Whoever offers me a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; 

  I will show the salvation of God to those who go the right way.”  

 

SECOND READING   Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in 

every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an 

unknown future and to receive the promise of God. 

 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we 

understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 

what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing 

where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had 

been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 

Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked 



forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 

old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful 

who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as 

dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but 

from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they 

were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this 

way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been 

thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 

opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 

indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (next page) 
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GOSPEL Luke 12:32-40 

 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, the twelfth 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. 

Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always 

ready to receive from God and to give to others. 

 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. 

Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where 



your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who 

are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that 

they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he 

comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 

eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of 

the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour 

the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken 

into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 

 

SERMON 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  (next page) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 



he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 

prayer. 

A brief silence. 

 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Teach us to tell the story 

of Jesus in the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Where there is famine, 

provide food to hungry people. Where there is plenty, provoke people to 

share and to care about the world around them. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be a helper and a shield in 

places torn by strife and violence (especially)…. Raise up courageous 

leaders to govern with compassion and justice. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait 

for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those 

who cry out to you (especially). Help us to trust your promise and not be 

afraid. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Let your lovingkindness be upon young adults that step into new 

chapters of their lives: for those who have found their first jobs, for those 

who have joined the military, and for those who head to college. Guide 

them in all their ways. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 



With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest 

in you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in 

your promise of new life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 

in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

Amen. 

 

THE MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

ORGAN OFFERTORY   

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” - Kevin Hildebrand, arr.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy (the presiding minister continues 

giving thanks)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  



 
 

You are indeed holy, God of power and might, O God….(the prayer 

continues)…Through your Son, in you Spirit, with all your people, we give 

you thanks and praise, O source of our life and fountain of all good, now 

and forever.  Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT 

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is 

truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to 

receive. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to 

receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please 

know that you still receive the full communion.  

 

SONG DURING COMMUNION        (next page) 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN “How Great Thou Art”  Red Book #856 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Lord is with you! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE “Sanctus”  - Michael Praetorius 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Gary Roth Presiding Minister 

Mollie Hibbs Assisting Minister 

Larry Hamil Reader 

Kevin Mathias Organist 

Jim Cunningham AV Assisting Minister 

Melody Kamerer PowerPoint Assisting Minister 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

Jack Rudzki and Larry Christy Ushers 

Jim and Jeanette Cunningham Counters 

 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Bob and Karen Domanski. 

 

All are welcome to gather in the social hall for coffee hour following worship. 

Thank you to our hosts, Jim and Jeanette Cunningham. 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 8/8 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Wed., 8/10 8:00 AM Community Health Clinic Meeting 

(Social Hall) 

 7:00 PM AA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 8/11 10:30 AM Bible Study 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 8/13 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We mourn with the family of LTC. Jeffry E. Cunningham, who died in 

resurrection hope on July 26th. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord, and let 

light perpetual shine upon him.  



Pastor Kimberly will be away on vacation through August 21st. In case 

of pastoral emergency during that time, please contact Pr. Joel Benson at 

Trinity Lutheran Church (724-287-1977) or Pr. Gary Roth (724-717-8069).  

 

 
 

Spaghetti Dinner to benefit Patrick Frank, sexton at Trinity and First 

English, will be held at Trinity on September 9, from 4-7 p.m.  

 

PRAYERS 

 

The family of LTC. Jeffry E. Cunningham; Pat Mould; Stan Graff; family 

of Gretchen Farell; Stephanie (Stevie) Andrew & husband; victims and 

community of Highland Park, Ill.; continued healing for Baby Mac; 

family of John Rudzki (father of Jack Rudzki); Aryl Bashline; Patrick 

Frank; family of Ed Shields; the families and community of Uvalde; Tom 

Walker; Holly Schubert; family of Mary Ellen Shanor; continued healing 

for John Negley; family of Don Hapeman (Jeanette Cunningham’s 

stepfather); family of Jim Petsinger; Ellen Dodge; family of Jean Morrow; 

Jamie McPoyle & family; Andrea Dubler; Keith Morgan; Jan Nieto; 



family of Marlyn Dempsey; Michelle; family of Megan Gibson; Chrissy; 

Jennifer Hartle Fink; family of Rob Huey; the people of Ukraine & others 

affected by the conflict; Tracy Steadman & family; Kassidy; Roberta; 

Cindy Regis & family; continued healing for Graham Cannon; Tad 

Sellers; Pam Patterson; Tom Olson; Judy; Claudia; Karen; Anita 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

The vineyard of the LORD is destroyed 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 

Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 

15) 

Hebrews 11:29--12:2 

The faith of the Hebrew people, a great cloud of witnesses 

Luke 12:49-56 

Jesus brings fire on earth and has a baptism with which to be baptized 

 

ZOOM MEETING INFO 

 

To join online, click ‘Join Our ZOOM Meeting’ in the email. 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299  

 

To join via telephone, dial: +1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

 

Liturgical portion of today’s service are reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 


