First English Lutheran Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

Service of Holy Communion
Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 21, 2023
10:00 a.m.
GATHERING
PRELUDE
“Ubi Caritas et amor” - Richard Proulx, arr.
“Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” - Roger C. Wilson
EASTER GREETING

Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed!

WELCOME
TEMPLE TALK

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The congregation may kneel as desired.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,



and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” sts. 1,2,5 Red Book #392

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE page 120 in the front of the red book
THIS IS THE FEAST page 122 in the front of the red book
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in
suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The congregation may sit.
THE WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Acts 1:6-14



Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of
the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with
his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will
receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his
own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” “When he had said this, as
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. "While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ""They said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”

2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which
is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. *When they had
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying,
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. “All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35 read responsively

1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered;
let those who hate God flee.
2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the
presence of God.
3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.
4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the



clouds;
I AM is that name, rejoice before God!
5In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
¢you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
70O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
Sthe earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence
of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9You sent a bountiful rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
0Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
%Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
3You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
3Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
%How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!

SECOND READING 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others.
Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience
disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and
guide us.

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place
among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. 3But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. “If
you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit
of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

S¢Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that



he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he
cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to

devour. “Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your
brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. 1And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. ""To him be the power
forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation may stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL  John 17:1-11

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, the
seventeenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking
that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity.



1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, ?since you have given him authority over all
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that
you gave me to do. °So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

¢“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you; #for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on their behalf; I am
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave
me, because they are yours. YAll mine are yours, and yours are mine;
and I have been glorified in them. "And now I am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be
one, as we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may sit.
SERMON
The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed” Red Book #463

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,



the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Walking in the light of the risen Christ, let us pray for those in need, for
our community, for the Church, and for the whole world.

Almighty and merciful Father, we give you thanks for the gift of prayer.
Help us to be as eager to pray as you are to listen. Save us from
neglecting our relationship with you. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



We pray for those who are graduating this Spring. May your blessings
continue to be upon them as they begin their journey to new ventures.
We thank you for the guidance of teachers, parents, counselors, coaches,
and mentors. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

As your Son prayed for unity and oneness, we ask that you would
strengthen the bonds among your people. Help us to grow in
understanding and trust. May the love that we express for one another
be a witness to the love that you have for all people. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bless those who plow the ground and plant seeds during this season.
May their efforts bring forth a bountiful harvest to feed this hungry
world so that all people may share in the goodness of your earth.
Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for our city, region, state, and country. That responsible
citizenship maybe practiced and a sense of community and the common
good may thrive. Guide all leaders so that they may work for peace and
justice for all. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We lift up to you all who are sick, brokenhearted, and struggling in any
way. Especially those we name before in our heats at this time.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, merciful Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The congregation may stand.

THE MEAL

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.



And also with you.
The congregation may sit.

CHOIR ANTHEM “Gloria!” - Jay Althouse
Hunter Karenbauer, percussionist

The congregation my stand.

OFFERTORY HYMN
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” sts. 1,5 Red Book #364

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory....(The presiding minister continues
Qiving thanks)....

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again....

The prayers conclude:

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, invites you to share in this banquet of
forgiveness and new life. Come to his table!
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

The congregation may sit.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT. shared at the center aisle

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is
truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to
receive. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to
receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please
know that you still receive the full communion.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
“Goodness is Stronger than Evil” Red Book #721



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister

THE SENDING

BLESSING

May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.

Almighty God, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN (next page)



Go to the World!
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news of the risen Christ!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“Go Ye Into All the World” - Adam Gumpelzhaimer
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
The Rev. Mike Robinson Presiding Minister
Lois Trimbur Assisting Minister
Sandy Lefebvre Communion Assistant
Larry Hamil Reader
Tucker Sequite Acolyte




Kevin Mathias Organist
Harry Cunningham Sr. Choir Director
Hunter Karenbauer Percussionist
Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister
Joan Giese PowerPoint Minister
Larry Christy and Jack Rudzki Ushers
Bob and Karen Domanski Counters
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Judy and Bill Vilcheck
in celebration of their 48" wedding anniversary.

All are welcome to gather in the social hall for coffee hour following worship.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH

Mon., 5/22 | 5:00 PM Community Dinner

8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall)
Thurs., 5/25 | 10:30 AM Bible Study (Downstairs)

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sat., 5/27 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sun., 5/28 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastor’s Office)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Save the date for the second Sabbatical Lunch and Presentation on
June 4t “Praying the Scriptures: Lessons from a Biblical Storyteller”
with Pastor Jim Kulma, MDiv. - There are many ways to pray and
meditate. Jim will present the practices and skills that storytellers use to
learn and tell biblical stories from memory. Tapping into these practices
will help to develop a “learned by heart” relationship with your favorite
and most meaningful passages from the Scriptures. This internalization
is a time-honored practice for persons seeking a deep prayer life and can
be a resource for worship, Bible study, and caring ministries. Lunch and
presentation were made possible by the sabbatical grant from the Lilly
Endowment.

A Summer Music Schedule is posted in the Social Hall. Please consider



signing your name on the schedule for one of the Sundays in June, July,
or August. We look forward to hearing your voice, your instrument, and
musical talent as an important part of our worship! Kevin Mathias and
Signe Mitchell are available if you have any questions.

Support First English’s ministry: In thanksgiving to God, financial
contributions to the congregation can be placed in the offering plate at
the rear of the worship space or made online at
www. firstenglishbutler.org/giving.

PRAYERS
Kirsten Schaney; Gus Keiser; Renee; Liam Cirillo; Lucas; Jonathan
Peterson; Robin McVay; Maread Magee; Alysia Shaffer; Donny Bayless;
Rose Cooper; Sue Lehew; Beth Weber; family family of Madaline Golic;
family of Joyce Mitchel; Ann Johnson; Jeff Turner; family of Ryan
Glagola; family of Pete Huff; Mary & Steve and foster children; Janice
Krause; Dave Adams; Tracy Steadman; family of Paul Throm; Jim
Cunningham; Gracie Love; Thelma Hassler; family of David Hartle;
family of Chris Holman; family of Hazel Warheit; 6-month-old baby girl
in Ohio; Karen Knepp; Tony Sequite; Kyle Badger; those affected by
hurricane lan; Brian Salisbury; Mark Vogel & family; continued healing
for Graham Cannon; Stan Graff; Aryl Bashline; Patrick Frank; Holly
Schubert; Ellen Dodge; Tad Sellers; Pam Patterson; Tom Olson

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Acts 2:1-21
Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
Varieties of gifts from the same Spirit
John 20:19-23
The Spirit poured out

ZOOM MEETING INFO
To join online, click ‘Join Our ZOOM Meeting’ in the email.
Meeting ID: 956 305 5281
Password: 408299



http://www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving

To join via telephone, dial: +1 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 956 305 5281
Password: 408299

Pastor Michael Robinson
Pr. Mike will be in the office on Thursdays and Fridays,
beginning on Friday, April 21st. He can be reached by email
at prmikerobinson@aol.com.

For emergencies, he can be reached by phone:
(724) 444-6314 (home)
(412) 260-4407 (cell)

Please direct all other congregational concerns to
Council President, Mollie Hibbs.

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5SAS5028762.
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