
First English Lutheran Church  

Butler, Pennsylvania 

 

Service of Holy Communion  

Day of Pentecost 

May 28, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE   

“Introduction and Trumpet Tune”  - Maurice Green 

“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”  - Dietrich Buxtehude 

“Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire”  - Setting / Wilbur Held 

 

WELCOME  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The congregation may kneel as desired. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name.   

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 



 

to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN   

“God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”  Red Book #400 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE    page 120 in the front of the red book 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST  page 122 in the front of the red book 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY     

Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful 

people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that 

Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all 

times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

THE WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING Acts 2:1-21 

 

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after 

Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples 

before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. 

Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s 

resurrection. 

 



 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in 

one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush 

of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living 

in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 

bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of 

us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 

to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans 

and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 

deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They 

are filled with new wine.” 

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 



 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 104:24-34, 35b read responsively 

 

 24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 

  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 

creatures. 

 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to 

number, 

  living things both small and great. 

 26There go the ships to and fro, 

  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

 27All of them look to you 

  to give them their food in due season.  

 28You give it to them; they gather it; 

  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 

  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 

  and so you renew the face of the earth. 

 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

  O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  

 32You look at the earth and it trembles; 

  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

  I will praise my God while I have my being. 

 34May these words of mine please God. 

  I will rejoice in the LORD. 

 35bBless the LORD, O my soul. 

  Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING      1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

 

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-

given unity and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and 

gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one 

another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each 

person for the common good. 



 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of 

activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 

wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 

same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds 

of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 

activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 

just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 

or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

 

 



 

GOSPEL   John 20:19-23 

 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, the twentieth 

chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 

commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SERMON  

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

“O Living Breath of God”  Red Book #407 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 



 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  

dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Gathered, Enlightened, and Led by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for those 

in need, our community, the Church, and the whole world.  

 

We thank you, heavenly Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit in the 

presence of our lives. We thank you for those times when the Spirit 

prompts us to pray and trust in your goodness. Lord, in Your Mercy,  

Hear our Prayer. 

 



 

We thank you for all the men and women who served our country in its’ 

defense. Especially today we remember those who did not return home 

but gave the ultimate sacrifice. Lord, in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

 

Almighty God, as we enter this vacation season, we pray that you would 

watch over those who travel by land, sea, or air. May you grant them 

renewal in mind, body, and spirit. May their reunions with loved ones 

be joyful and may you expand the vision of your creation. Lord, in Your 

Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

 

Lord of Earth and Sky, during this season of growth in our land, we ask 

that we would grow in faith and obedience to your will. May we follow 

the commands you have given us and may all our actions be tempered 

with your love. Lord, in Your Mercy,  

Hear our Prayer. 

 

We give you thanks for the gift of your Church and for this congregation. 

We give you thanks for the great cloud of witnesses who have set 

examples of sharing the good news of Your Son Jesus. Give us the eyes 

to see your work today. Help us to trust in your future work. Constantly 

renew the Church in its’ witness to your love. Lord, in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

 

Into your hands Merciful Father, we commend all for whom we pray 

trusting in Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

THE MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 



 

CHOIR ANTHEM  

“Fly On, Sweet Heavenly Dove”   - Pepper Choplin 

 

The congregation my stand. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”   Red Book #686 

 

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 



 

 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory….(The presiding minister continues 

giving thanks)…. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again…. 

 

The prayers conclude: 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 



 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, invites you to share in this banquet of 

forgiveness and new life. Come to his table! 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT shared at the center aisle 

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is 

truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to 

receive. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to 

receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please 

know that you still receive the full communion.  

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

“Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers”  - Setting / Wilbur Held 

 

 



 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   led by the assisting minister 

 

THE SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   

“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”  Red Book #582 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news of the risen Christ! 

Thanks be to God. 



 

POSTLUDE 

“Toccata in Seven”   - John Rutter 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Mike Robinson Presiding Minister 

Mollie Hibbs Assisting Minister 

Sharon Heist Miller Communion Assistant 

Chuck McMichael Reader 

Alex Kamerer Acolyte 

Amelia O’Rourke Crucifer 

Signe Mitchell Organist 

Harry Cunningham Sr. Choir Director 

Sue Morrow AV Assisting Minister 

Joan Giese PowerPoint Minister 

Dan Morrow, Stan Graff, and Andrew 

O’Rourke 

Ushers 

Susan Farrell and Sue Morrow Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Sandy Lefebvre  

in memory of loved ones.  

 

All are welcome to gather in the social hall for coffee hour following worship.  

               

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 5/29 Memorial Day No Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 6/1 10:30 AM Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 6/3 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 6/4 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastor’s Office) 

 Following 

Worship 

Biblical Storytelling Worship with Pr. 

Jim Kulma 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Join us next Sunday for the second Sabbatical Lunch and Presentation 

on June 4th: “Praying the Scriptures: Lessons from a Biblical 



 

Storyteller” with Pastor Jim Kulma, MDiv. - There are many ways to 

pray and meditate. Jim will present the practices and skills that 

storytellers use to learn and tell biblical stories from memory. Tapping 

into these practices will help to develop a “learned by heart” relationship 

with your favorite and most meaningful passages from the Scriptures. 

This internalization is a time-honored practice for persons seeking a 

deep prayer life and can be a resource for worship, Bible study, and 

caring ministries. Lunch and presentation were made possible by the 

sabbatical grant from the Lilly Endowment.  

 

A Summer Music Schedule is posted in the Social Hall. Please consider 

signing your name on the schedule for one of the Sundays in June, July, 

or August. We look forward to hearing your voice, your instrument, and 

musical talent as an important part of our worship! Kevin Mathias and 

Signe Mitchell are available if you have any questions. 

 

Support First English’s ministry: In thanksgiving to God, financial 

contributions to the congregation can be placed in the offering plate at 

the rear of the worship space or made online at 

www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving.   

 

PRAYERS 

Lida Mason; Carl Devore; Rob Mertha; Gregory Reeder; Kirsten Schaney; 

Gus Keiser; Renee; Liam Cirillo; Lucas; Jonathan Peterson; Robin McVay; 

Maread Magee; Alysia Shaffer; Donny Bayless; Rose Cooper; Sue Lehew; 

Beth Weber; family family of Madaline Golic; family of Joyce Mitchel; 

Ann Johnson; Jeff Turner; family of Ryan Glagola; family of Pete Huff; 

Mary & Steve and foster children; Janice Krause; Dave Adams; Tracy 

Steadman; family of Paul Throm; Jim Cunningham; Gracie Love; Thelma 

Hassler; family of David Hartle; family of Chris Holman; family of Hazel 

Warheit; 6-month-old baby girl in Ohio; Karen Knepp; Tony Sequite; 

Kyle Badger; those affected by hurricane Ian; Brian Salisbury; Mark 

Vogel & family; continued healing for Graham Cannon; Stan Graff; Aryl 

Bashline; Patrick Frank; Holly Schubert; Ellen Dodge; Tad Sellers; Pam 

Patterson; Tom Olson 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Genesis 1:1--2:4a 

The creation of the heavens and the earth 

http://www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving


 

Psalm 8 

How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Paul’s farewell to the church at Corinth 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Living in the community of the Trinity 

 

ZOOM MEETING INFO 

To join online, click ‘Join Our ZOOM Meeting’ in the email. 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

To join via telephone, dial: +1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

 

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 

 

Pastor Michael Robinson 

Pr. Mike will be in the office on Thursdays and Fridays, 

beginning on Friday, April 21st. He can be reached by email 

at prmikerobinson@aol.com. 

 

For emergencies, he can be reached by phone: 

(724) 444-6314 (home) 

(412) 260-4407 (cell) 

 

Please direct all other congregational concerns to  

Council President, Mollie Hibbs. 

mailto:prmikerobinson@aol.com

