
First English Lutheran Church  

Butler, Pennsylvania 

 

Service of Holy Communion  

Third Sunday of Pentecost 

June 18, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE   

“Prelude”     - John Keeble 

“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”   - Gilbert M. Martin 

“Our Father”     - Arthur Foote 

 

WELCOME  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit, ☩ one 

God, 

full of compassion and mercy,  

abounding in steadfast love. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s promise of forgiveness, 

let us confess our sin against God and one another. 

The congregation may kneel as desired. 

Eternal God our creator, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

Look upon us, your children,  

the work of your hands. 

Forgive us all our offenses,  

and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 

By your grace draw us near to you,  

our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit given to us. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 



 

Christ died for us while we were still sinners; 

and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN   

“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”  Red Book #883 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

GLORIA   page 121 in the front of the red book 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY     

Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and 

brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing 

with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully 

proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

THE WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING Exodus 19:2-8a 

 

At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and 

commissioned them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people 

commit themselves completely to God’s will. 

 
2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of 

Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the 

mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the 

mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 

Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 

you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you 



 

obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 

possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but 

you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the 

words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 

 7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before 

them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8aThe people 

all answered as one: “Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 100 read responsively 

 

 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 

 2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a 

song. 

 3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong; 

  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  

 4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with 

praise; 

  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 

 5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

  whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  

 

SECOND READING      Romans 5:1-8 

 

We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were 

brought into a right relationship with God through Christ’s death. 

 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace 

in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 

God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing 

that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 

has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 



 

perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God 

proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 

us. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23] 

 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the ninth 

chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, 

he instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through 

their words and deeds. 

 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing 

every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 



 

to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and 

every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, 

also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 

his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, 

and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go 

nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but 

go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the 

good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise 

the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without 

payment; give without payment. [9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in 

your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; 

for laborers deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, 

find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12As you 

enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come 

upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone 

will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 

your feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be 

more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 

judgment than for that town. 

 16“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be 

wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will 

hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18and you 

will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a 

testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand you over, do not 

worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you 

are to say will be given to you at that time; 20for it is not you who speak, 

but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21Brother will betray 

brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against 

parents and have them put to death; 22and you will be hated by all 

because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be 

saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I 

tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the 

Son of Man comes.”] 

 

 



 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SERMON  

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission”  Red Book #579 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of 

God’s world. 

 



 

Generous God, you love the sparrows and shower your whole creation 

with abundance. Guide our stewardship by your wisdom so that all life 

flourishes as you intend. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

 

God of peace, change the hearts of leaders who go to war. Enlighten their 

minds with your holy imagination, opening new paths to peace and 

renewed life. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Compassionate God, you tell us not to fear, but we do. Give courage to 

everyone who faces oppression and bigotry, hunger and homelessness. 

Bring healing and hope to all your people. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

God of community, thank you for the gift of this congregation. Bless all 

who are new here. Teach us how to welcome one another. Unite us as we 

proclaim your love. Shine through our common life. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

Hear our prayer.  

 

We give thanks for all who have been baptized into Christ Jesus and now 

rest in the fullness of Christ’s resurrection. Lord, in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 

 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 

your care through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

THE MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 



 

ORGAN OFFERTORY 

“Jesus, meine Zuversicht”   - J. S. Bach 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   

“Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”  Red Book #691 

 

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 



 

 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory….(The presiding minister continues 

giving thanks)…. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again…. 

 

The prayers conclude: 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 



 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, invites you to share in this banquet of 

forgiveness and new life. Come to his table! 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT shared at the center aisle 

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is 

truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to 

receive. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to 

receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please 

know that you still receive the full communion.  

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

Amen. 



 

CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   led by the assisting minister 

 

THE SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   

“Lord of All Hopefulness”  Red Book #765 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news of the risen Christ! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Postlude”    - A. Kehrer 

 

 



 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Mike Robinson Presiding Minister 

Sandy Lefebvre Assisting Minister 

Lois Trimbur Communion Assistant 

Larry Hamil Reader 

Sandy Lefebvre Crucifer 

Reese Sequite Acolyte 

Kevin Mathias Pianist 

Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister 

Joan Giese PowerPoint Minister 

Susan Farrell and Jan Nieto Ushers 

Karen and Bob Domanski Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Karen and Bob Domanski in 

memory of and in honor of all First English Lutheran Church fathers. 

 

All are welcome to join us for social hour following the worship service. 

               

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 6/19 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 6/22 10:30 AM Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 6/24 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 6/25  Cruise-a-Palooza in Butler 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Reminder: Next Sunday is the Cruise-a-Palooza in downtown Butler. 

We will gather for worship at First English at 10 a.m. but parking near 

the church will be very limited. Everyone is blessed to stay home and 

attend via Zoom on June 25th if you prefer!  

 

Save the Date for the third Sabbatical Lunch and Presentation on July 

9th with Jessica Burr, Clinical Director of the Butler County YMCA’s 

Reach & Rise Program. Lunch and presentation were made possible by 

the sabbatical grant from the Lilly Endowment.  



 

A Summer Music Schedule is posted in the Social Hall. Please consider 

signing your name on the schedule for one of the Sundays in June, July, 

or August. We look forward to hearing your voice, your instrument, and 

musical talent as an important part of our worship! Kevin Mathias and 

Signe Mitchell are available if you have any questions. 

 

Butler Meals on Wheels is hosting a dine-in or take-out fundraiser 

dinner on Tuesday, June 20th from 4-7 pm at St. Peter’s Anglican Church. 

The Italian dinner is $12 and will be catered by The Monroe.  

 

Support First English’s ministry: In thanksgiving to God, financial 

contributions to the congregation can be placed in the offering plate at 

the rear of the worship space or made online at 

www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving.   

 

PRAYERS 

James Carlantonio; Carl Devore; family of Jamie McPoyle; Marc Fogel; 

Jeff Acord; Lida Mason; Rob Mertha; Gregory Reeder; Kirsten Schaney; 

Gus Keiser; Renee; Liam Cirillo; Lucas; Jonathan Peterson; Maread 

Magee; Alysia Shaffer; Donny Bayless; Rose Cooper; Sue Lehew; Beth 

Weber; family of Madaline Golic; family of Joyce Mitchel; Ann Johnson; 

Jeff Turner; family of Ryan Glagola; family of Pete Huff; Mary & Steve 

and foster children; Janice Krause; Dave Adams; Tracy Steadman; family 

of Paul Throm; Jim Cunningham; Gracie Love; Thelma Hassler; family of 

David Hartle; family of Chris Holman; family of Hazel Warheit; 6-

month-old baby girl in Ohio; Karen Knepp; Tony Sequite; Kyle Badger; 

Brian Salisbury; Mark Vogel & family; continued healing for Graham 

Cannon; Stan Graff; Aryl Bashline; Patrick Frank; Holly Schubert; Ellen 

Dodge; Tad Sellers; Pam Patterson; Tom Olson 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 

The prophet must speak despite opposition 

Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 

Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind. (Ps. 69:16) 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Buried and raised with Christ by baptism 

Matthew 10:24-39 

The cost of discipleship 

http://www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving


 

ZOOM MEETING INFO 

To join online, click ‘Join Our ZOOM Meeting’ in the email. 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

To join via telephone, dial: +1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 

 

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 

 

Pastor Michael Robinson 

Pr. Mike will be in the office on Thursdays and Fridays, 

beginning on Friday, April 21st. He can be reached by email 

at prmikerobinson@aol.com. 

 

For emergencies, he can be reached by phone: 

(724) 444-6314 (home) 

(412) 260-4407 (cell) 

 

Please direct all other congregational concerns to  

Council President, Mollie Hibbs. 

mailto:prmikerobinson@aol.com

