
First English Lutheran Church  

Butler, Pennsylvania 

 

Service of Holy Communion  

8th Sunday of Pentecost 

July 23, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE   

“Adagio”    - Kevin Norris 

“Gift of Finest Wheat”   - Setting by Kevin Hildebrand 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” - Hugo Gehrke 

 

WELCOME  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit, ☩ one 

God, 

full of compassion and mercy,  

abounding in steadfast love. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s promise of forgiveness, 

let us confess our sin against God and one another. 

The congregation may kneel as desired. 

Eternal God our creator, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

Look upon us, your children,  

the work of your hands. 

Forgive us all our offenses,  

and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 

By your grace draw us near to you,  

our refuge and our strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit given to us. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 



 

Christ died for us while we were still sinners; 

and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN   

“O Holy Spirit, Enter In”  Red Book #786 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

GLORIA   page 121 in the front of the red book 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY     

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your 

children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who 

live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

THE WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8 

 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come 

to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 

 

 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

 I am the first and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 



 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 86: 11-17  read responsively 

 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

  and glorify your name forevermore.  

 13For great is your love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 

 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent 

people seeks my life; 

  they have not set you before their eyes. 

 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

 16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your 

handmaid. 

 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it 

and be put to shame; 

  because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  

 

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25 

 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, 

which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, 

and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to 

death and decay. 

 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will 



 

die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For 

you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that 

very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 

with him. 

 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free 

from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 

labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. 

Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But 

if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 



 

GOSPEL   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the 

thirteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s 

judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of 

human history. 

 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his 

field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 

weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came 

up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of 

the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good 

seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He 

answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do 

you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in 

gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let 

both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will 

tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 

burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 

approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 

field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 

Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy 

who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 

reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with 

fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine 

like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SERMON  

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  Red Book #693 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Led by the Spirit, let us pray for ourselves, our neighbors, and all of 

God’s creation.  

 

Gracious God, all of creation waits with eager longing for you to bring 

healing and hope. While we wait for you to come, make us into people 

who incite joy and who are courageous in their love and care for one 

another and the earth. Hear us, O God: 

Your mercy is great.  



 

Let the public presence of your church be shaped by integrity, patience, 

and gentleness, so that the world may see in it your Spirit’s life and not 

our fear and dismay. Hear us, O God: 

Your mercy is great.  

 

Give us wisdom and care for a planet in peril, and send relief in places 

that suffer from heat, fire, and flood. Give those who are coping with 

disaster, especially the people of Vermont and Kentucky, what they need 

in the days to come. Hear us, O God:  

Your mercy is great.  

 

We bring before you today the needs of people that are most on our own 

minds and hearts: those who are sick, those who are facing major 

decisions and changes, those who are coping with grief, and those who 

are struggling with finances, and all others whom we now name aloud 

or in the silence of our hearts….Hear us, O God: 

Your mercy is great.  

 

Give us confidence that by the power of the resurrection, we will shine 

like the sun with all those who have gone before us in the kingdom of 

heaven. We remember them with thanksgiving, especially Robert 

Graham. Hear us, O God: 

Your mercy is great.  

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

THE MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

 



 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

“Ave verum corpus “    - W. A. Mozart  

Jim Cunningham, trumpet 

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   

“Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”  Red Book #691 

 

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 



 

 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory….(The presiding minister continues 

giving thanks)…. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again…. 

The prayers conclude: 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 



 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, invites you to share in this banquet of 

forgiveness and new life. Come to his table! 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT shared at the center aisle 

All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is 

truly present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to 

receive. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to 

receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please 

know that you still receive the full communion.  

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   led by the assisting minister 

 

THE SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  Red Book #631 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news of the risen Christ! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Now Let Us Give Thanks to God, the Lord” - Johann Pachelbel 

 

 



 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Sandy Lefebvre Assisting Minister 

Jim Cunningham Communion Assistant 

Chuck McMichael Reader 

Sandy Lefebvre Crucifer 

Reese Sequite Acolyte 

Kevin Mathias Organist 

Marlin Boltz AV Assisting Minister 

Karen Boltz PowerPoint Minister 

Susan Farrell and Jan Nieto Ushers 

Susan Farrell and Sue Morrow Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Pr. Kimberly van Driel.  

in thanksgiving for her sabbatical.  

               

All are welcome to join us for social hour following the worship service.  

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 7/24 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 7/27 10:30 AM Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 7/29 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 7/30 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastor’s Office) 

 5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please join us for Social Hour to welcome Pastor Kimberly back and to 

enjoy some delicious hot pretzels! 

 

Support First English’s ministry: In thanksgiving to God, financial 

contributions to the congregation can be placed in the offering plate at 

the rear of the worship space or made online at 

www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving.   

 

http://www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving


 

PRAYERS 

The family of Carl Devore; Marj Rogner; Lindsey Shuster; Bill Brown; 

Linda and Joe Randig; James Carlantonio; family of Jamie McPoyle; Marc 

Fogel; Jeff Acord; Lida Mason; Rob Mertha; Gregory Reeder; Kirsten 

Schaney; Gus Keiser; Renee; Liam Cirillo; Lucas; Jonathan Peterson; 

Maread Magee; Alysia Shaffer; Donny Bayless; Rose Cooper; Sue Lehew; 

Beth Weber; family of Madaline Golic; family of Joyce Mitchel; Ann 

Johnson; Jeff Turner; family of Ryan Glagola; family of Pete Huff; Mary 

& Steve and foster children; Janice Krause; Dave Adams; Tracy 

Steadman; family of Paul Throm; Jim Cunningham; Gracie Love; Thelma 

Hassler; family of David Hartle; family of Chris Holman; family of Hazel 

Warheit; 6-month-old baby girl in Ohio; Karen Knepp; Tony Sequite; 

Brian Salisbury; Mark Vogel & family; continued healing for Graham 

Cannon; Stan Graff; Aryl Bashline; Patrick Frank; Holly Schubert; Ellen 

Dodge; Tad Sellers; Pam Patterson; Tom Olson 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

1 Kings 3:5-12 

Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 

Psalm 119:129-136 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130) 

Romans 8:26-39 

Nothing can separate us from God’s love 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Parables of the reign of heaven 

 

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 

 


