
First English Lutheran Church  

Butler, Pennsylvania 

 

Service of Holy Communion  

13th Sunday of Pentecost 

August 27, 2023 

10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

PRELUDE 

“Land of Rest”     - Setting /Wilbur Held 

“Gather Us In”     - John A. Behnke, arr.  

 

WELCOME  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

GATHERING HYMN  (next page) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GLORIA 

 



 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY     

Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we 

praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us 

into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

THE WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, 

so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will 

never end. 

 



 

 1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 

  you that seek the LORD. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

 2Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah who bore you; 

 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; 

  he will comfort all her waste places, 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 

 4Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation; 

 for a teaching will go out from me, 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 

  my salvation has gone out 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 

 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

  and look at the earth beneath; 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 

 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 138 read responsively 

 

 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 



 

 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 

 3When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 

 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  

 5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory of the LORD. 

 6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar. 

 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your 

right hand shall save me. 

 8You will make good your purpose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the 

works of your hands.  

 

SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8 

 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-

pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which 

we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace 

empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry 

function to build up the body of Christ. 

 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 

what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 

of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 

members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 



 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 16:13-20 

 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew, the 

sixteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a 

church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.  

 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they 

said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son 

of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 



 

in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 

in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that 

he was the Messiah. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SERMON  

 

The congregation may stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

 

Loving God, amidst the noise of age, we pray for the church.  Give us 

grace to quiet our restless minds and hearts so that we can listen to your 

voice, discern your will, and be open to your Spirit’s leading. Hear us, O 

God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for peace: peace for Ukraine and Russia, peace in the Holy 

Land, peace in Yemen, Ethiopia, and Saudi Arabia, and peace in the 

streets and homes of our own land. Help those who live through war 

hold on to hope. Hear us, O God:  

Your mercy is great. 

 



 

We pray for those who are most on our minds today, for those who are 

sick, for those who are lonely, for married couples experiencing discord 

and distress, for those in financial stress, for communities recovering 

from disaster, especially Maui, Southern California, and Greece. Hear us, 

O God:  

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray in thanksgiving for the gift of Alameda Park, for the land and 

plants that surround us, for the people who care for and clean this 

shelter, and for all who have worked hard to allow us to come together 

today. Hear us, O God:  

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for students and teachers at the start of this school year. 

Encourage those who are anxious, protect those who are vulnerable, 

magnify your kindness and compassion through those who are 

confident, and surround them all with your unconditional love. Hear us, 

O God:  

Your mercy is great.  

 

As we join together today around food, we remember your promise of a 

feast with no more tears and no more crying. Even as we mourn those 

who have died, give us today a glimmer of the joy you have prepared for 

your future with us. Hear us, O God:  

Your mercy is great. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant, O God, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

The congregation may stand.  

 

THE MEAL 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 



 

SPECIAL MUSIC   

“We Come To The Hungry Feast”    – Ylvisaker 

Pr. Michael Robinson, guitar and vocal 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 
Reprinted under onelicense.net A-734698  

 

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 



 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and hearth….(The presiding 

minister continues giving thanks)…. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again…. 

The prayers conclude: 

Glory and praise to you, O God, author of life, Word made flesh, Power 

of the most high, now and forever . 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 



 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Taste and see the Lord is good. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may sit. 

 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT  

 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION (next page) 
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   led by the assisting minister 

 

BLESSING OF PICNIC MEAL 

 

THE SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN (next page) 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue”       - Robert J. Powell 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Mollie Hibbs Assisting Minister 

Jeanne Graff Reader 

Signe Mitchell Keyboardist 

Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister 

Karen Boltz PowerPoint Minister 

Susan Farrell and Jan Nieto Ushers 

Amy and Jack Beiler Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

               

Please join us for a picnic following the worship service! 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 8/28 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Wed., 8/30 3:30-9:00 PM Strengthening Families (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 8/31 10:30 AM Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 9/2 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 9/3 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastor’s Office) 

 5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin a series on the 

Gospel of John starting Thursday, September 7th at 10:30 a.m. All women 

are invited to join us! Questions? Talk to Pr. Kimberly.  

 



 

Save the Date for our first Fall Faith Formation Intergenerational Event 

on September 17th at social hour following worship! 

 

The Welcome Reception for the Choir has been postponed until further 

notice. Rehearsals will resume on Thursday, August 31st at 7 pm as 

scheduled. 

 

The prayer list will be refreshed on Sunday, September 10th. If you 

would like to keep someone on the prayer list, please let the church 

office know by Wednesday, September 6th.  

 

Support First English’s ministry: In thanksgiving to God, financial 

contributions to the congregation can be placed in the offering plate at 

the rear of the worship space or made online at 

www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving.   

 

http://www.firstenglishbutler.org/giving


 

PRAYERS 

Marlin and Karen Boltz; Beth Chambers; Eileen Herbeck; family of Linda 

Hibbeler; Frank Morrow; family of Sandy Snyder; Meghan; family of 

Carl Devore; Marj Rogner; Lindsey Shuster; Bill Brown; Linda and Joe 

Randig; James Carlantonio; family of Jamie McPoyle; Marc Fogel; Jeff 

Acord; Lida Mason; Rob Mertha; Gregory Reeder; Kirsten Schaney; Gus 

Keiser; Renee; Liam Cirillo; Lucas; Jonathan Peterson; Maread Magee; 

Alysia Shaffer; Donny Bayless; Rose Cooper; Sue Lehew; family of 

Madaline Golic; family of Joyce Mitchel; Ann Johnson; Jeff Turner; 

family of Ryan Glagola; family of Pete Huff; Mary & Steve and foster 

children; Janice Krause; Dave Adams; Tracy Steadman; family of Paul 

Throm; Jim Cunningham; Gracie Love; Thelma Hassler; family of David 

Hartle; family of Chris Holman; family of Hazel Warheit; 6-month-old 

baby girl in Ohio; Karen Knepp; Tony Sequite; Brian Salisbury; Mark 

Vogel & family; continued healing for Graham Cannon; Stan Graff; Aryl 

Bashline; Patrick Frank; Holly Schubert; Ellen Dodge; Tad Sellers; Pam 

Patterson; Tom Olson 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 

God fortifies the prophet against opposition 

Psalm 26:1-8 

Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3) 

Romans 12:9-21 

Live in harmony 

Matthew 16:21-28 

The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter 

 

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 


