
First English Lutheran Church 
Butler, Pennsylvania 

 
Service of Holy Communion 

First Sunday of Lent 
February 18, 2024 

10:00 a.m. 
 

GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE   
“O Day Full of Grace”    - Wayne L. Wold 
 III. “For Christ bore our sins, and not his own…”  
 
“Kyrie”      - Girolamo Cavazzoni 
“Ricercare IV”     - Johann J. Froberger 
“Basse de Cromorne”    - Louis-N. Clerambault 
 
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
The congregation may kneel, sit, or adopt another posture appropriate for confession. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 



you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. Amen. 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  
“The Glory of These Forty Days” Red Book #320 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE    Red Book #157 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you 
saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your 
Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with 
us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
   

The congregation may sit. 
 

THE WORD 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING Genesis 9:8-17 
 
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys 
the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine 
destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses 
humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures. 
 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing 
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every 
living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish 
my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between 
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 



generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth 
and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is 
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters 
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to 
Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me 
and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 25:1-10 read responsively 
 
 1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day 
long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of 
your goodness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
SECOND READING 1 Peter 3:18-22 

 
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts 
through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our 
new life in Christ. 



18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregation may stand.  

 
LENTEN ACCLAMATION   

 
 
GOSPEL Mark 1:9-15 
 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, the first 
chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan 
so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 
 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 
 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was 
in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 



beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The congregation may sit. 
SERMON  
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    

 



APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
SONG  sung 3 times  

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we celebrate the revelation of God in the humanity of Jesus Christ, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  

The congregation may kneel or sit. 
After each petition, the assisting minister bids: 
Hear us, O God. 
The congregation responds: 
Your mercy is great. 
The presiding minister concludes: 
Accept these prayers, O God, and those we name in our hearts before you 
in the name of Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  
 

The congregation may stand.  
 

THE MEAL 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
The congregation may sit. 

OFFERING 
 
ORGAN OFFERTORY 
“Wondrous Love”    - Alex Wyton, arr.  
 

The ushers present the offerings and gifts of bread and wine for communion. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM   
“Thy Kingdom Come, O God”  - W. Glen Darst 

 
The congregation may stand.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER  led by the assisting minister 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe…With this bread and cup, we 
remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again…. 
The prayers conclude: 



We praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever, Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The gifts of God given for the people of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you and feed on him your hearts with thanksgiving.   
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 



The congregation may sit. 
 
SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT  
All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free 
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able 
to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full 
communion. 
 

After all have received, the congregation may stand. 
 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION 
“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”   Red Book 814 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
As far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed our sins from 
us. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister 

 
 

THE SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, Son + Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   Red Book #504 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Canon”     - Louis Vierne 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Lois Trimbur Assisting Minister 

Mollie Hibbs Communion Assistant 

Chuck McMichael Reader 



Sandy Lefebvre Crucifer 

Alex Kamerer Acolyte 

Kevin Mathias Organist 

Harry Cunningham Sr. Choir Director 

Jim Cunningham AV Assisting Minister 

Brandon Stein PowerPoint Minister 

Larry Christy and Jack Rudzki Ushers 

Jeanette and Jim Cunningham Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of First English Lutheran 

Church. 
 

All are welcome to join us for an intergenerational faith formation event following the 
worship service.  

 
THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 2/19 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Tues., 2/20 1:30 PM Worship Steering  

Thurs., 2/22 10:30 AM Bible Study 

 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 2/24 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 2/25 9:00 AM Bible Study 

 10:00 AM Worship 

 11:30 AM Confirmation Class 

 5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please join us for an intergenerational event following worship: 

Opening the Bible through the Eyes of Peter. There will be special Lenten 
snacks, conversation, and activities for all ages together.  

 
Reminder: Submissions for the March Newsletter are due to Caitlyn in 

the church office by Tuesday, February 20.  
 

Please email any updates for the church directory (photos or contact 
information) to the office officfelc@zoominternet.net by Tuesday, 

February 27. 

mailto:officfelc@zoominternet.net


If you would like to order Easter flowers, please sign up in the social hall 
or contact the church office by Sunday, March 10.  

  
Tickets for the 2024 Gala to benefit Butler Community Dinners on 

Saturday, April 13th are available for purchase from Tracy Gullickson and 
MaryAnn Swanson.  

 
Raffle Basket Request: If you or a group would like to put a basket 

together to benefit the Community Meal Ministries Gala & Art Show that 
will be held the weekend of April 13 & 14 at St Michael’s Hall, please have 
your basket to First English by Thursday, April 4. Please give your basket a 
title and add a list of contents & name of the donor. This basket raffle is an 

important part of our event! Questions? Please see Tracy Gullickson or 
MaryAnn Swanson. 

 

 
 

Do you give online through tithe.ly? Or do you send contributions to 
the church directly? Would you still like to participate in the offering during 
worship? Use the new “I give online” cards found in the card holders in the 

pew. 
 

 
 



PRAYERS 
Charlie and Lori; Jan Nieto; Gavin; family of David Riggs; family of Mary 

Ann Rudzki; Jeff Boyd; Betty Thomas; Owen; family of Rose “Roe” Goda; 
family of Mairead Magee; Chris and Jodie; Kathy Rhodes, her husband 

Ken, and family; Tonnie van Driel; family of Frank Franzen; Vicki Shields 
Cannon; Jayden; Myrna Hamil; Linda; Kathy Schweikart Spingola and 

Charles Spingola; Marj Rogner; Pam Reeder; Greg Reeder; Carol 
Cunningham; family of Zema Schaney; Frank Miller; family of Tony 

Sequite; Mackenzie Perkins; Linda Mathias; Gus Keiser; Cory; Will; Carol 
Chamberlain; Carol Johnson; Mason Martin; family of Janet Warner; Eileen 
Herbeck; family of Linda Hibbeler; Thelma Hassler; continued healing for 

Graham Cannon; Aryl Bashline; Holly Schubert; Tad Sellers; Pam 
Patterson; Tom Olson 

 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
God blesses Abraham and Sarah 

Psalm 22:23-31 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 

Romans 4:13-25 
The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith 

Mark 8:31-38 
The passion prediction 

 
ZOOM INFO 

To join via telephone, dial: +1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 

Password: 408299 
 

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 

All hymns reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-
734698. All Rights Reserved. 


