
First English Lutheran Church 
Butler, Pennsylvania 

 
Service of Holy Communion 

Second Sunday of Lent 
February 25, 2024 

10:00 a.m. 
 

GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE   
“Strengthen for Service, Lord”   - Ronald Arnatt 
“If You but Trust in God to Guide You”  - Helmut Walcha 
“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”  - Georg Boehm 
 
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
The congregation may kneel, sit, or adopt another posture appropriate for confession. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. Amen. 
 



The congregation may stand. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  
“How Firm a Foundation”  Red Book #796 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE     Red Book #157 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an 
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to 
glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
   

The congregation may sit. 
 

THE WORD 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God 
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no 
child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name 
changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 
 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, 
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will 
make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God 
said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, 
but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant 
between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 



offspring after you.” 
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 22:23-31 read responsively 
 
 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their 
poverty; neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live 
forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before 
the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 
SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25 

 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship 
with God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah 
were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what 
God had promised to accomplish. 
 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 



and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written 
not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregation may stand.  

 
LENTEN ACCLAMATION   

 
 
GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38 
 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, the eighth 
chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the 
first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the 
way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The congregation may sit. 
 
SERMON  
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
“If You But Trust in God to Guide You”  Red Book #769 
 
APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
SONG  (sung 3 times) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, 
the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
 

The congregation may kneel or sit. 
After each petition, the assisting minister bids: 
Hear us, O God. 
The congregation responds: 
Your mercy is great. 
The presiding minister concludes: 
Accept these prayers, O God, and those we name in our hearts before you 
in the name of Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  
 

The congregation may stand.  



THE MEAL 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
The congregation may sit. 

 
OFFERING 
 
ORGAN OFFERTORY 
“Christ, the Life of All the Living” - attr. to J. S. Bach 
 

The ushers present the offerings and gifts of bread and wine for communion. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM   
“Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom”  - Kathy Powell 

 
The congregation may stand.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER  led by the assisting minister 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 



 
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe…With this bread and cup, we 
remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again…. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 



with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The gifts of God given for the people of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you and feed on him your hearts with thanksgiving.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may sit. 
 
SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT  
All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free 
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able 
to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full 
communion. 
 

After all have received, the congregation may stand. 
 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION 
“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”   Red Book 814 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
As far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed our sins from 
us. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister 

 



THE SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, Son + Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  
“Will You Come and Follow Me”  Red Book #798 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”   - J. G. Walther 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Sandy Lefebvre Assisting Minister 

Lois Trimbur Communion Assistant 

Larry Hamil Reader 

Amelia O’Rourke Crucifer 

Reese Sequite Acolyte 

Kevin Mathias Organist 

Harry Cunningham Sr. Choir Director 

Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister 

Gracie Love PowerPoint Minister 

Stan Graff and Andrew O’Rourke Ushers 

Karen and Bob Domansksi Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of First English Lutheran 

Church. 
 

All are welcome to join us for social hour following the worship service.  
 
THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 2/26 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 2/29 10:30 AM Bible Study 

 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 3/2 9 AM – 1 PM DAR Meeting (Social Hall) 



 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 3/3 9:00 AM Bible Study 

 10:00 AM Worship 

 5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please email any updates for the church directory (photos or contact 

information) to the office officfelc@zoominternet.net by Tuesday, 
February 27. 

 
If you would like to order Easter flowers, please sign up in the social hall 

or contact the church office by Sunday, March 10.  
 

Lent Quiet Day – Saturday, March 9 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

“Quiet Days” come from the Anglican Christian tradition. They are exactly 
what they sound like – a time for quiet prayer and devotion, with no 

agenda. This event will be open house. The sanctuary will be open for 
prayer and meditation and rest. In the social hall, there will be prayer 

stations that take us through the passion of Jesus through the eyes of Peter. 
Come anytime, stay as long as you need – and bring a friend! Healthy 

snacks and coffee will also be available.  
 

Tickets for the 2024 Gala to benefit Butler Community Dinners on 
Saturday, April 13th are available for purchase from Tracy Gullickson and 

MaryAnn Swanson.  
 

Raffle Basket Request: If you or a group would like to put a basket 
together to benefit the Community Meal Ministries Gala & Art Show that 
will be held the weekend of April 13 & 14 at St Michael’s Hall, please have 
your basket to First English by Thursday, April 4. Please give your basket a 
title and add a list of contents & name of the donor. This basket raffle is an 

important part of our event! Questions? Please see Tracy Gullickson or 
MaryAnn Swanson. 

 
Do you give online through tithe.ly? Or do you send contributions to 

the church directly? Would you still like to participate in the offering during 
worship? Use the new “I give online” cards found in the card holders in the 

pew. 
 

 
 

mailto:officfelc@zoominternet.net


PRAYERS 
Kenneth Mathias; Lucas Barber; Charlie and Lori; Jan Nieto; Gavin; family 

of David Riggs; family of Mary Ann Rudzki; Jeff Boyd; Betty Thomas; 
Owen; family of Rose “Roe” Goda; family of Mairead Magee; Chris and 
Jodie; Kathy Rhodes, her husband Ken, and family; Tonnie van Driel; 
family of Frank Franzen; Vicki Shields Cannon; Jayden; Myrna Hamil; 

Linda; Kathy Schweikart Spingola and Charles Spingola; Marj Rogner; Pam 
Reeder; Greg Reeder; Carol Cunningham; family of Zema Schaney; Frank 

Miller; family of Tony Sequite; Mackenzie Perkins; Linda Mathias; Gus 
Keiser; Cory; Will; Carol Chamberlain; Carol Johnson; Mason Martin; 

family of Janet Warner; Eileen Herbeck; family of Linda Hibbeler; Thelma 
Hassler; continued healing for Graham Cannon; Aryl Bashline; Holly 

Schubert; Tad Sellers; Pam Patterson; Tom Olson 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Exodus 20:1-17 

The commandments are given at Sinai 
Psalm 19 

The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Christ crucified, the wisdom of God 
John 2:13-22 

The cleansing of the temple 
 

ZOOM INFO 
To join via telephone, dial: +1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 956 305 5281 
Password: 408299 

 
Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 
 

One License Licensing Permission: Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under 
One License #A-734698. All Rights Reserved. 


