
First English Lutheran Church 
Butler, Pennsylvania 

 
Service of Holy Communion 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 9, 2024 
10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE   

“Fuga”      - Cor Kee 
“Cantilene”     - Josef G. Rheinberger 
 
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, and heals our lives. Amen. 
 
To you, O God, 
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, 
confessing our sins, known and unknown, what we have done and 
what we have left undone. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember 
us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us 
in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
word and sacrament in the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The congregation may stand. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  
“Rise, Shine, You People!”   Red Book #665 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 



GLORIA   page 99 in the front of the red book 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray. All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life 
and defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may 
triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
The congregation may sit. 

 
THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING Genesis 3:8-15 
 
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither 
takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. 
The curse on the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who 
associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ. 
 
8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden 
at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.9But 
the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10He 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
PSALM  130 (read responsively) 
 
1Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O LORD, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for 
the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins.  
 
SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
 
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has 
prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know 
that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life. 
 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with 
scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we 
speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise 
us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more 
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 
 16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, 
our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary 
affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be 
seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 



The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregation may stand. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 
GOSPEL Mark 3:20-35 
 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark, the third 
chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is 
demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the 
Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ. 
 
[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and 
the disciples] could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out 
to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his 
mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has 
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And he 
called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out 
Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able 
to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 
cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then 
indeed the house can be plundered. 
 28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever 
blasphemies they utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 
can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had 



said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
 31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent 
to him and called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to 
him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for 
you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And 
looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 
mother.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
The congregation may sit. 

 
SERMON  

 
The congregation may stand. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   
“Now We Join in Celebration”   Red Book #462 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, 
and our world. 



A brief silence. 
 
You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers 
of the church in every age (especially Columba, Aiden, and Bede whom we 
commemorate today). Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to 
transform the church into a closer vision of your beloved community. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into 
flowers, and in the blessing of plants granting food in their right season. 
Heal lands scarred by deforestation, pollution, or infestation. Teach us to 
cultivate the earth with respect and reverence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen 
with curiosity and mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to 
acknowledge our hardness of heart and make us bold in modeling 
cooperation for the sake of the common good. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, 
or hopelessness (especially). With haste, rescue victims of trafficking, 
exploitation, and abuse, and bless organizations and individuals who work 
on their behalf. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and 
transition: high school graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational 
journeys, those who are shifting careers, and those who are navigating 
changes in their relationships. Accompany them with your peace. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in 
you (especially). Give us confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be 
raised, with all the saints, into your everlasting presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the 
power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The congregation may stand.  
 

 



THE MEAL 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
The congregation may sit. 

 
OFFERING 

 
ORGAN OFFERTORY 
“Schönster Herr Jesu”    - Aaron David Miller 
 

The ushers present the offerings and gifts of bread and wine for communion. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

The congregation may stand.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  led by the assisting minister 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 



 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory…. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever.  
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As Jesus our Savior has taught us, let us pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The gifts of God given for the people of God. Come to this feast of 
resurrection and new life.   



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may sit. 
 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT  
All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free 
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able 
to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full 
communion. 
 

After all have received, the congregation may stand. 

 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION 



 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. Amen. 

 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister 
 

THE SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look with favor upon you and give you peace.   
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  
“When Peace like a River”   Red Book #785 
(It Is Well with My Soul) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Rejoice in the Lord Always”   - Jeff Enns 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Pastor Mike Robinson Presiding Minister 

Lois Trimbur Assisting Minister 

Mollie Hibbs Communion Assistant 

Chuck McMichael Reader 

Lois Trimbur Crucifer 

Shane Kamerer Acolyte 

Signe Mitchell Organist 

Sue Morrow AV Assisting Minister 

Gracie Love PowerPoint Minister 

Bill and Judy Vilcheck; Jake Stevens Ushers 

Jim and Jeanette Cunningham Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Bill and Judy Vilcheck in honor of their 

grandson Steven’s high school graduation. 
 

All are welcome to join us for social hour following the worship service.  
 
THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 6/10 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 



Tues., 6/11 7:00 PM Council Meeting 

Wed., 6/12 9:30 AM Hymn Pick 

 11:00 AM Staff Meeting 

Thurs., 6/13 10:30 AM Bible Study (Social Hall) 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 6/15 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 6/16 10:00 AM Worship 

 5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Pr. Kimberly will be on vacation until June 10. If there are pastoral 
emergencies during this time, please contact Pr. Joel Benson at Trinity 

Lutheran Church at 724-287-1977 or 724-544-3996. 
 

Sunday, June 23 is Cruise-a-Palooza in downtown Butler, and Main 
Street and the municipal parking lot next to First English will be closed. For 

worship that Sunday, we will join our friends at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
120 Sunset Drive, at 10:15 a.m. Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Liddy 

Barlow, executive minister of Christian Associates of Southwest 
Pennsylvania. 

 
The Wil Morrow Memorial Bowl will be on Saturday, June 15 from 12:00 

– 3:00 p.m. at the Family Bowlaway Fun Center. For more information, 
please see the flyer on the bulletin board in the social hall. 

 
A Summer Music Schedule is posted in the Social Hall. Please consider 
signing your name on the schedule for one of the Sundays in June, July, or 

August. We look forward to hearing your voice, your instrument, and 
musical talent as an important part of our worship! Kevin Mathias and 

Signe Mitchell are available if you have any questions. 
 
Members of the congregation are reminded that they need to commune 
once a year to remain voting members. If you are communing today, please 

fill out a communion card located in the pew racks. Thank you! 
 

PRAYERS 
Nissa Rappaport & family; Pr. Jim Dollhopf and family; Bruce Solomon; 
Tracy Gullickson; family and friends of Walter Szczurek; Paul Eicholtz; 

Frank Miller; Tad Sellers 
 
 
 



NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 

The sign of the cedar, planted on the mountain of Israel 
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 

The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12) 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 

In Christ, a new creation 
Mark 4:26-34 

The parable of the mustard seed 
 

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 
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