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GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. 
Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is 
false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships 
and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By 
delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to 
respond. 
 



1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned 
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 
presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the 
people, 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve 
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites 
in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.” 
 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who 
brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 
protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 
peoples through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us 
all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also 
will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM  34:15-22 (read responsively) 
 
 15The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
  and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
 16The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them 
  and delivers them from all their troubles. 
 18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 
  and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
  but the Lord delivers them from every one. 
 20God will keep safe all their bones; 
  not one of them shall be broken. 
 21Evil will bring death to the wicked 
  and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
 22O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.  
 
 



SECOND READING Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling 
on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God 
includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God 
inspired by the Spirit. 
 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be 
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and 
put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray 
also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 



GOSPEL John 6:56-69 
 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, the sixth 
chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his 
flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something 
about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the 
scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall 
we go?” 
 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they 
died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these 
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if 
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is 
the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not 
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For 
this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 
by the Father.” 
 66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
SERMON  

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY    

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
Holy God, you have the words of eternal life. Lead the church to put its 
trust in Jesus, the living Word. Defend us from evil thoughts and impulses 
that so easily infect our hearts. Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
God of grace, you call people to help us live as your baptized people. 
Today, we remember our bishops Elizabeth and Kurt. Guide them as they 
help the church navigate challenging times. Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
God of wisdom, lead our leaders to act justly for the sake of the world. 
Make us ready for change where change would serve the common good 
and lift up those who are poor or needy. Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
God of restoration, bring healing and wholeness to all who cry to you. 
Where pain is sharp, bring a sense of comfort and relief. Where grief runs 
deep, bring your tender mercy. Care for those on our hearts (especially). 
Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
God of new life, protect students, teachers, and staff for a new school year. 
Make our schools free from violence and into havens for all learners. Move 
us to do all that is necessary to ensure a safe future for our children. 
Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
God of song, you are worthy of praise. We thank you for Harry 
Cunningham’s forty years as our choir director, and we pray that through 
his service you would continue to draw us to your beauty and grace. 
Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer.  
 
God of every generation, we remember with thanksgiving all who have 
completed their baptismal journeys (especially). Strengthen us in our 
baptismal callings to serve you faithfully until our journey’s end.  
Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 



We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy 
keeping. 
Amen. 

 
THE MEAL 

 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
“Welcome to this Holy Church”   - Emma Lou Diemer 

Summer Singers 
 

The congregation may stand.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  led by the assisting minister 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 



 
 
We praise you, all-holy God, 
for you have made this whole creation,  
Even the universe beyond our knowing…. 
And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again… 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
As Jesus our Savior has taught us, let us pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The gifts of God given for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord 
is good. 
 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

The congregation may sit. 
 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT  
All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free 
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able 
to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full 
communion. 

 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION 

 
 
 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister 
 

THE SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look with favor upon you and give you peace.   
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN 

 
 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister 

Jim Cunningham Assisting Minister 

Maggie Babinka-Repic Communion Assistant 

Amy Beiler Reader 

Kevin Mathias Keyboardist 

Susan Farrell and Christiaan van Driel Ushers 

Amy and Jack Beiler Counters 

Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild 

 
All are welcome to join us for a picnic following the worship service.  

 
THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH 

Mon., 8/26 5:00 PM Community Dinner 

 8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall) 

Thurs., 8/29 10:30 AM Bible Study (Social Hall) 

 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal resumes 

 7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sat., 8/31 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs) 

Sun., 9/1 10:00 AM Worship 

 5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs) 

 
PRAYERS 

 
Valerie Kurth; family of John Mileski; Cindy Halin; Mike Gibson; Dennis; 
Debra Williamson; Amy Waldron; Evelyn Shaulis; Bill Brown; Ben & the 

Keeler family; Tracy Tucci; Iman; Aryl Bashline; Jack and Amy Beiler; Julie, 
Greg & family; family of Kenneth Mathias; Nissa Rappaport & family; Pr. 

Jim Dollhopf & family; Bruce Solomon; Tracy Gullickson; family & friends 
of Walter Szczurek; Paul Eicholtz; Frank Miller; Tad Sellers 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 



 

 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

God’s law: a sign of a great nation 
Psalm 15 

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? (Ps. 15:1) 
James 1:17-27 

Be doers of the word, not hearers only 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Authentic religion 
 

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762. 
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