First English Lutheran Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

Service of Holy Communion
Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2024

10:00 a.m.
GATHERING
PRELUDE
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” - Raymond H. Haan
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” - Paul Manz
“Creator of the Stars of Night” - Sarum Plainsong, Mode IV

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gracious God, in your light we see light, and in your mercy, we can see the
truth of our human condition. We come to you asking for your help and
strength, that we may confess our sins, accept our weakness, and receive
your forgiveness, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
Let us confess our sins against God and one another.
The congregation may kneel. A moment of silence is kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess to you our sin in thought, word, and deed, the things we
have done, and the things we have failed to do. We have hurt our
neighbors and ourselves. We have wounded your creation. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us. Heal what we have broken
and reconcile us to you, to one another, and to the earth and its
creatures, that together we may live to the praise of your glory.
Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Red Book #249

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only
Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your

salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The congregation may sit.
THE WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON



FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4

God announces a covenant with Lsrael. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “ny
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining
God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. * Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Luke 1:68-79

8 Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
%You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
70 Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our
enemies,
71 from the hands of all who hate us,
72to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
73'This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
74 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
5 holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
76 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
7to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78 In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
" to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of



death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11

The apostle Panl was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his
Joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi.

Listen to how tender-hearted Panl, sometimes a stern preacher, is with bis friends as bhe
encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.

31 thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, >because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. °I am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day
of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. ¥ And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, ! having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
“He Comes to Us as One Unknown” sts. 1 and 5 Red Book #737

GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, the third
chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jobn the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the
Jforgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum
of political and religions authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.



'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
> Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
¢and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may sit.
SERMON
The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“O Lotrd, How Shall I Meet You” Red Book #241

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The congregation remains standing or takes another posture that is comfortable for prayer.

The cantor will lead throngh the refrain one time, then the congregation is invited to
repeat. After each portion of the prayers, the assisting minister will bid, “We pray to
you, O God.” The congregation responds with the sung refrain.

In Silence We Wait
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Text: Susan Masters, b. 1957
Music: IN SILENCE WE WAIT, Susan Masters
Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress

The congregation may stand.



THE MEAL

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The congregation may sit.
OFFERING

ORGAN OFFERTORY
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” - John Ferguson

CHOIR ANTHEM

“But Who May Abide the Day of His Coming?” - George F. Handel
(Malachi 3:2 ~ from The Messiah)

Anthony J. Massetto, bass

Signe Mitchell, organist

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The congregation may sit.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

Al are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able

to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full
communion.

Alfter all have received, the congregation may stand.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” Red Book #256

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister
THE SENDING
BLESSING

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Red Book #254



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Lord is with you!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Once He Came In Blessing”

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

-J. S. Bach / Johann Walther

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister
Sandy Lefebvre Assisting Minister
Linda Mathias Communion Assistant
Marlin Boltz Reader
Sandy Lefebvre Crucifer
Emily Stein Acolyte
Signe Mitchell Organist
Harry Cunningham St. Choir Director
Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister
Joan Giese PowerPoint Minister
Susan Farrell and Christiaan van Driel Ushers
Susan Farrell and Sue Morrow Counters
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Jack and Sue Lebew,
in loving memory of Tamm.

All are welcome to join us for social hour following the worship service.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH

Mon., 12/9 5:00 PM Community Dinner
8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall)
Tues., 12/10 | 7:00 PM Council Meeting
Wed., 12/11 | 8:00 AM Health Clinic Meeting (Social Hall)
9:30 AM Hymn Pick
Thurs., 12/12 | 3:00 PM Bible Study (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sat., 12/14 10:30 AM ACA Meeting (Downstairs)
12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
2 —5:00 PM Baby Shower in Social Hall
Sun., 12/15 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastor’s Office)
10:00 AM Worship
11:15 AM Intergenerational Event and




Advent Dinner
5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Thursday morning bible study will meet at 3 p.m. in the
afternoon on December 12.

Today we continue collecting donations for our annual Christmas
Tree Drive for the Children and Youth of Butler County. Please indicate
your donation on the Specials line of your offering envelope, payable to First
English Lutheran Chutch, or stop by the Christmas Tree to offer your
donation. We will collect donations on December 8 and 15. Thank youl

The Advent luncheon will take place next Sunday, December 15. Main
dish will be provided; please bring a side dish! Sign up in the social hall on
the easel. Thank youl!

PRAYERS
Tom Lasky; Nelson Ng; Jack Goetz; Debbie & family; family of Alice
Miller; Mackenzie Hunt; Tatum Scilia; Fred Miller; Kathy and Tom Frank;
Karen Boltz’s sister & her family; Jaime Rickert; family of Dorothy Croupe;
family of Amy; Cindy Regis & all those who are affected by the hurricanes;
Laura Warmbrod’s mother; Rob; Jamie Maluk & family; David Fisher &
family; Tommy, Jenny, & Aspen Zarnick; family of Richard Daller (brother
of Betty Turner); Scott Tammaro; George Schaney; Stephen Wright; Steve;
family of Beth Chambers; Don Eckels; Valerie Kurth; family of John
Mileski; Cindy Halin; Mike Gibson; Dennis; Debra Williamson; Amy
Waldron; Evelyn Shaulis; Bill Brown; Ben & the Keeler family; Tracy Tucci;
Iman; Aryl Bashline; Julie, Greg & family; family of Kenneth Mathias; Pr.
Jim Dollhopf & family; Bruce Solomon; family & friends of Walter
Szczurek; Paul Eicholtz; Frank Miller; T'ad Sellers

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Rejouce, the 1ord is in_your midst
Isaiah 12:2-6
In your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Is. 72:6)
Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice, the 1ord is near
Luke 3:7-18
One more powerful is coming, baptizing with fire




Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Aungsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762.

One License Licensing Permission: Reprinted/ Podeast/ S treamed with permission under
One License #.A-734698. All Rights Reserved.
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