First English Lutheran Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

Service of Holy Communion
Second Sunday of Christmas
January 5, 2025

10:00 a.m.
GATHERING
PRELUDE
“Reflections at the Creche” - G. Winston Cassler
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” - Martin Luther,
David Johnson, arr.
“Gavotte” - Samuel Wesley

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

The congregation may kneel or adopt another posture appropriate for confession. A
moment of silence is kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the



entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN
“Joy to the World” Red Book #267

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” sts. 1 & 4 Red Book #295

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of
your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all
that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The congregation may sit.
THE WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON



FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In
Zion Israel will rejoice over God's gift of food and livestock. Y oung women will express
their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.

7Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lotd, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the eatth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9 With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
1 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12'They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
141 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM147:12-20

12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,

13who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.

14 God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

15 God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

16 God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

18'The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

19 God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

20The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God's children and have been
promised eternal salvation.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, #just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the wotld to be holy and
blameless before him in love. > He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, ¢ to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the

Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight * he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. ' In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things



according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also,
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; ' this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s
own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
“Let All together Praise Our God” sts. 1,5, and 6 Red Book #787

GOSPEL John 1:1-18

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, the first
chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jobn begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things
were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.

[! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. > The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

¢'There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ° The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. 1! He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 2 But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a fathet’s only son, full of grace and truth. '> (John
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes



after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””) 1 From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Fathet’s heart,
who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may sit.
SERMON
The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“All My Heart Again Rejoices” Red Book #273

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and bread,
show us again and again your grace upon grace, that your church boldly
testifies to your love. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth.
Deliver peoples who suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart the foolish
plans of unjust leaders. Give wisdom to our elected officials (local leaders or
governing bodies may be named). God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your image in
our siblings in Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, depression,
anxiety, hopelessness, or other illness (especially). Grant us compassion in
our care for your people. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this
congregation and its ministries in our witness to the good news of the
incarnation (specific ministry areas may be named). Transform the way we have
always done things into your new future for us. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks for
those who set their hope on you, trusting the inheritance we receive in you.
God of grace, receive our prayer.



We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made
known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The congregation may stand.
THE MEAL
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation may sit.

OFFERING

ORGAN OFFERTORY
“Offertory” - Peter Togni

CHOIR ANTHEM
“Be Still, Little One” - Suzanne Hunt Paterson

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD
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The congregation may sit.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

Al are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able
to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full
communion.

After all have received, the congregation may stand.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
“That Boy-Child of Mary” Red Book #293

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lotd Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister
THE SENDING
BLESSING

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” Red Book #290



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Lord is with you!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Trumpet Tune”

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

- Franklin Ashdown

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister
Mollie Hibbs Assisting Minister
Jim Cunningham Communion Assistant
Larry Hamil Reader
Evan Stein Crucifer
Tucker Sequite Acolyte
Signe Mitchell Organist
Harry Cunningham St. Choir Director
Jim Cunningham AV Assisting Minister
Gracie Love PowerPoint Minister
Susan Farrell and Christiaan van Driel Ushers
Jim and Jeanette Cunningham Counters
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
the congregation of First English Lutheran Church.

All are welcome to join us for social hour following the worship service.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH
Mon., 1/6 5:00 PM

Community Dinner

8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall)
Thurs., 1/9 10:30 AM Bible Study (Social Hall)

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sat., 1/11 10:30 AM ACA Meeting (Downstairs)

12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sun., 1/12 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastor’s Office)

10:00 AM Worship

5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Annual Reports are due to Caitlyn in the office by Tuesday, January 14.



PRAYERS
Randy & Gigi Kosier; Bruce Solomon; Tim Reamer; Shirley Mould; Tom
Lasky; Nelson Ng; Jack Goetz; Debbie & family; family of Alice Miller;
Mackenzie Hunt; Tatum Scilia; Fred Miller; Kathy and Tom Frank; Karen
Boltz’s sister & her family; Jaime Rickert; family of Dorothy Croupe; family
of Amy; Cindy Regis & all those who are affected by the hurricanes; Laura
Warmbrod’s mother; Rob; Jamie Maluk & family; David Fisher & family;
Tommy, Jenny, & Aspen Zarnick; family of Richard Daller (brother of
Betty Turner); Scott Tammaro; George Schaney; Stephen Wright; Steve;
family of Beth Chambers; Don Eckels; Valerie Kurth; family of John
Mileski; Cindy Halin; Mike Gibson; Dennis; Debra Williamson; Amy
Waldron; Evelyn Shaulis; Bill Brown; Ben & the Keeler family; Tracy Tucci;
Iman; Aryl Bashline; Julie, Greg & family; family of Kenneth Mathias; Pr.
Jim Dollhopf & family; family & friends of Walter Szczurek; Paul Eicholtz;
Frank Miller; Tad Sellers

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Isaiah 43:1-7
When you pass through the waters, do not fear, for I am with yon
Psalm 29
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Acts 8:14-17
Prayer and laying on of hands for the Holy Spirit
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The baptism of Jesus with the descent of the Holy Spirit

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Aungsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS028762.

One License Licensing Permission: Reprinted/ Podeast/ S treamed with permission under
One License #.A4-734698. All Rights Reserved.
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