First English Lutheran Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

Service of Holy Communion
3 Sunday after Epiphany
January 26, 2025
10:00 a.m.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
“Pastorale” - Kate Cholditch Smith
“Come, Thou Bright and Morning Star” - Theophil Forchhammer

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

The congregation may kneel or adopt another posture appropriate for confession. A
moment of silence is kept.

Metciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the
ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the
needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we
give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our sin and release us from its grasp. Show us your
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we
may live in Christ’s ways, for the sake of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” Red Book #311

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

GLORIA
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the  ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho - ly  name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be
written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your
promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life,

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The congregation may sit.

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

The exciles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalems. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of
Moses to them in the public square. When they bear it, they weep for their sins and for
the long years in exile, but Egra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is your
strength.”

T All the people |of Israel] gathered together into the square before the
Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who
could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh
month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and
those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to
the book of the law. > And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all
the people stood up. ¢ Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all
the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they
bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the

ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the
reading.

? And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe,
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is
holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people
wept when they heard the words of the law. 1 Then he said to them, “Go
your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and
do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 19 read responsively

1'The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the
ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
>It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
61t goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs
about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the
eyes.
9'The fear of the Lotd is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
2Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the wotrds of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

The apostle and pastor Panl uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how
intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth,
Panl delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

4Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. '>1f
the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. ¢ And if the ear
would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an
eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where
would the sense of smell be? '8 But as it is, God arranged the members in
the body, each one of them, as he chose. 1 If all were a single member,
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one
body. 2! The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again
the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 2 and those
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater
honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater
respect; 2 whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But
God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior
member, 2> that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. 20 If one member
suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together with it.

27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 2 Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 3 Do all possess gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 3'2 But strive for the
greater gifts.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.
GOSPEL Luke 4:14-21

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, the fourth
chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits bis hometown of Nagareth. In the
words of Lsaiah, be states and claims bis identity, purpose, and mission.

4Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. > He began
to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 2! Then he began to say
to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may sit.



SERMON
The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” Red Book #843

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your Spirit speaks to us through the scriptures. We thank you for
the teachers, pastors, and family members who have shared the Scriptures
with us. Help us to receive your Word as a living word to be fulfilled in our
eyes and ears, hand and hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God, your word speaks of life to those who are captivity and to all who
are oppressed. Bring your promises to fulfillment for Israelis and
Palestinians in the land Jesus called home. Bring release to hostages,
freedom from slaughter, and a durable peace for all. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



O God, Jesus proclaimed life and freedom in his community, empower us
for ways of working together in ways that bring mercy to our communities.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God, your word and presence revive the soul. Walk with those suffering
with depression, anxiety, or eating disorders; give strength to those affected
by memory loss and their caregivers; draw near to all undergoing medical
treatment or surgery (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God, you have made us one body in baptism. Strengthen all who serve in
this congregation. Renew and inspire all who use their gifts in this
congregation. We especially thank you for Jeanne, Jack, Bill, Mollie, Josh,
Marilyn, Sandy, Chuck, Brandon, and Melody, for their service as council
members and officers this year. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God, because our faith is strengthened by saints who have gone before
us, we remember leaders of the early church and beloved friends and family
who have died (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that

your promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.

The congregation may stand.
THE MEAL
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The congregation may sit.

OFFERING

ORGAN OFFERTORY
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” - Michael Burkhardt, arr.

CHOIR ANTHEM
“Lord Jesus, Be Near Me” - Natalie Sleeth
(Robin Treybig, cellist)

The congregation may stand.



OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister

GREAT THANKSGIVING
N |

D [T
b | H

(IS
— — ~ ~—

The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

N
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.

J a\/a
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho-ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

You are most holy... #he presiding minister continues giving thanks

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again...

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The congregation may sit.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

Al are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able
to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full
communion.

After all have received, the congregation may stand.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
“Come and See” Purple Book #976

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister
THE SENDING
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Red Book #886
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Lord is with you!
Thanks be to God.



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION

POSTLUDE
“Der Tag, der ist so freudenreich”

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

- Johann Pachelbel

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel

Presiding Minister

Lois Trimbur

Assisting Minister

Sharon Heist Miller Communion Assistant
Marlin Boltz Reader
Lois Trimbur Crucifer
Tucker Sequite Acolyte
Kevin Mathias Organist
Harry Cunningham Sr. Choir Director
Marlin Boltz AV Assisting Minister
Karen Boltz PowerPoint Minister
Stan Graff, Dan Morrow, Andrew O’Rourke Ushers
Jack and Amy Beiler Counters
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the Lavorini family
in memory of Lorraine Kesterson.

The Annnal Meeting of the congregation will be beld today after the worship service.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH

Mon., 1/27 5:00 PM Community Dinner
8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall)
Thurs., 1/30 | 10:30 AM Bible Study (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sat., 2/1 10:30 AM ACA Meeting (Downstairs)
12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sun., 2/2 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastor’s Office)
10:00 AM Worship
5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs)
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The annual meeting of the congregation follows today’s worship
service.




If Butler Area School District is closed, delayed, or doing flexible
instruction, bible study and any other meetings will be cancelled.

Save the date: Bishop Kurt Kusserow will visit First English on Sunday,
February 23. A meal and conversation will follow the worship service.

": 5\! Lutheran

‘i VDpU Disaster Response

Lutheran Disaster Response: LA Wildfires

Multiple wildfires have broken out across Los Angeles County in California, with over
100,000 people under evacuation orders. Sparked by dry conditions, strong winds and a
limited water supply, these fires have destroyed homes and businesses and have led to

injuries and loss of life.
Lutheran Disaster Response will be there for the rebuilding ahead. Your gifts to

Lutheran Disaster Response equip us to respond to wildfires and other disasters,
wherever and whenever they strike. Learn more at ELCA.org/wildfires.

EI%‘E; Scan the QR code to give today.
[=]

By giving to Lutheran Disaster Response, you make it possible for the ELCA
to act quickly after disasters such as wildfires and to remain for as long as
the recovery takes.

Checks can be mailed to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, ELCA
Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 and
write “U.S. Wildfires” on the memo line.

PRAYERS
Larry Hamil; Kathy & Tom Frank; Gerry and John O’Rourke; family of
Thomas Olson; Karen Boltz’s sister & her family; Randy & Gigi Kosier;
Bruce Solomon; Tim Reamer; Shirley Mould; Tom Lasky; Nelson Ng; Jack
Goetz; Debbie & family; family of Alice Miller; Mackenzie Hunt; Tatum
Scilia; Fred Miller; Jaime Rickert; family of Dorothy Croupe; family of Amy;
Cindy Regis & all those who are affected by the hurricanes; Laura
Warmbrod’s mother; Rob; Jamie Maluk & family; David Fisher & family;
Tommy, Jenny, & Aspen Zarnick; family of Richard Daller (brother of
Betty Turner); Scott Tammaro; George Schaney; Stephen Wright; Steve;;
Don Eckels; Valerie Kurth; family of John Mileski; Cindy Halin; Mike
Gibson; Dennis; Debra Williamson; Amy Waldron; Evelyn Shaulis; Bill
Brown; Ben & the Keeler family; Tracy Tucci; Iman; Aryl Bashline; Julie,
Greg & family; family of Kenneth Mathias; Pr. Jim Dollhopf & family;
family & friends of Walter Szczurek; Paul Eicholtz; Frank Miller; Tad
Sellers; Pam Patterson; Carol Johnson



NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Malachi 3:1-4
My messenger is a refiner and purifier
Psalm 84
How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord. (Ps. §4:7)
Hebrews 2:14-18
Jesus shares buman flesh and sufferings
Luke 2:22-40
The child is bronght to the temple

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Aungsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762.

One License Licensing Permission: Reprinted/ Podeast/ S treamed with permission under
One License #.A4-734698. All Rights Reserved.
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