First English Lutheran Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

Service of Holy Communion
7t Sunday after Epiphany
February 23, 2025

10:00 a.m.
GATHERING
PRELUDE
“This Little Light of Mine” - Charles Callahan
“Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing” - Sigvart A. Hofland
“How Great Thou Art” - setting, J. Wayne Kerr

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

The congregation may kneel or adopt another posture appropriate for confession. A
moment of silence is kept.

Metciful God,
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the
ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the
needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we
give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our sin and release us from its grasp. Show us your
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we
may live in Christ’s ways, for the sake of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN
“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” Red Book #707

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

GLORIA
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo -ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo -ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where
there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where
there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seck to console,
to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The congregation may sit.

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Many years after being sold into slavery by bis jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to

them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has
used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph
Jorgives them.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still aliver” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
#Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into
Egypt. > And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. ¢ For the
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many
survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me
a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. ? Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. 1 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me,
you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks,
your herds, and all that you have. ' I will provide for you there—since
there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.”” 15 And he
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40 read responsively

Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong,
2For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.



3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
4Take delight in the Lord,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
> Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord,
and see what God will do.
¢ The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
"Be still before the Lord and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds
in evil schemes.
8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
2 For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.
10Tn a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
11 But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
3 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lord;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
40You, O Lord, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in
you they seek refuge.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches
passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.

3 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body
do they comer” 36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it

dies. 37 And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but
a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 3 But God gives it a
body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

#So0 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable,
what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. # It is sown a physical body, it
is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual
body. 4 Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”’;
the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is



tirst, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the
earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of
dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are
those who are of heaven. ¥ Just as we have borne the image of the man of
dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, the sixth
chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower
radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemsies and outsiders.
Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.

[Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, 2 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse
you. 2 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 3 Give
to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do
not ask for them again. 3! Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 3 If you



lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 3 But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will
be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. 3 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 3 give, and it will
be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure
you get back.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may sit.
SERMON

The congregation may stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“God, When Human Bonds are Broken” Red Book #603

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church,
the wotld, and all of creation.

The congregation may kneel or sit.

After each petition, the assisting minister bids:

God of grace,

The congregation responds:

Hear our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes:

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that
your promise is revealed among the people.

Amen.
The congregation may stand.
THE MEAL
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation may sit.
OFFERING

ORGAN OFFERTORY
“Jesus, meine Zuversicht” - J. G. Walther

CHOIR ANTHEM

“Heavenly Home” - Tune: NETTLETON
Psalm 37 - Mary McDonald, arr.

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It 1is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

You are most holy... #he presiding minister continues giving thanks

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again...

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION



LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The congregation may sit.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

Al are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free
wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able

to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full
communion.

Alfter all have received, the congregation may stand.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
“I Come with Joy” Red Book #482

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister
THE SENDING
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN
“Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom” Purple Book #1064
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Lord is with you!
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

“QO, that I Had a Thousand Voices’

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

- Max Reger

Bishop Kurt Kusserow Presiding Minister
Rev. Kimberly van Driel Assisting Minister
Maggie Babinka-Repic Communion Assistant
Yvonne Thickey Reader
Christiaan van Driel Crucifer
Alex Kamerer Acolyte
Kevin Mathias Organist
Harry Cunningham St. Choir Director
Marlin Boltz AV Assisting Minister
Karen Boltz PowerPoint Minister
Jack Rudzki and Larry Christy Ushers
Jack and Amy Beiler Counters
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of First English Lutheran
Church.

Al are welcome to join us for a meal and conversation with Bishop Kusserow following
the worship service.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH

Mon., 2/24 5:00 PM Community Dinner

8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall)
Thurs., 2/27 | 10:30 AM Bible Study (Social Hall)

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sat.,, 3/1 9AM-1PM | DAR (Social Hall)

10:30 AM ACA Meeting (Downstairs)

12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sun., 3/2 9:00 AM Bible Study (Pastot’s office)

10:00 AM Worship

5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome Bishop Kurt Kusserow to First English today. A potluck
meal and conversation will follow the worship service.



Submissions for the March newsletter were due to Caitlyn in the church
office on Friday, February 21. Due to the short month, anything submitted
after Monday, February 23, will be postponed until the April newsletter.

Thanks for your cooperation!

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper team needs volunteers! Please
contact Roxanne Glagola if you can help.

Please Join Us
Ash Wednesday - March 5th

Brief Spoken Service
with the Imposition of Ashes
at 12:15 pm

Service of Holy Communion
with the Imposition of Ashes
at 7:30 pm

First English Lutheran Church
241 N. Main St. Butler, PA 16001
www.FirstEnglishButler.org

PRAYERS
Marsh Miller; Paul & Mary; Becky Smith; Peter Osborne; Eric Love; Nancy
& Dave McDermitt; family of Walter Fitzpatrick; family of Bernhard
Klann; Hannah Love; Larry Hamil; Jake Stevens; Kathy & Tom Frank;
Gerry and John O’Rourke; family of Thomas Olson; Karen Boltz’s sister &
her family; Randy & Gigi Kosier; Bruce Solomon; Tim Reamer; Shirley
Mould; Nelson Ng; Jack Goetz; Debbie & family; family of Alice Miller;
Mackenzie Hunt; Tatum Scilia; Fred Miller; Jaime Rickert; family of
Dorothy Croupe; family of Amy; Cindy Regis & all those who are affected
by the hurricanes; Laura Warmbrod’s mother; Rob; Jamie Maluk & family;
David Fisher & family; Tommy, Jenny, & Aspen Zarnick; family of Richard
Daller (brother of Betty Turner); Scott Tammaro; George Schaney; Stephen
Wright; Steve; Don Eckels; Valerie Kurth; family of John Mileski; Cindy
Halin; Mike Gibson; Dennis; Debra Williamson; Amy Waldron; Evelyn
Shaulis; Bill Brown; Ben & the Keeler family; Tracy Tucci; Iman; Aryl
Bashline; Julie, Greg & family; family of Kenneth Mathias; Pr. Jim Dollhopf
& family; family & friends of Walter Szczurek; Paul Eicholtz; Frank Miller;
Tad Sellers; Pam Patterson; Carol Johnson



NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Exodus 34:29-35
Coming down from Mount Sinaz, Moses’ face shone
Psalm 99
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord; worship upon God’s holy hill. (Ps. 99:9)
2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
With unveiled faces we see the Lord’s glory as we are transformed
Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]

Jesus is transfigured on the monntain

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Aungsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762.

One License Licensing Permission: Reprinted/ Podeast/ S treamed with permission under
One License #.A4-734698. All Rights Reserved.
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