First English Lutheran Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

Service of Holy Communion
Second Sunday of Lent
March 16, 2025

10:00 a.m.
GATHERING
PRELUDE
“Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee” - F. W. Zachau
“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” - Ludwig Lenel
“Lenten Song” - Dennis Eliot
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

The congregation may kneel or adopt another posture appropriate for confession. A
moment of silence is kept.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the

name of F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.



The congregation may stand.

GATHERING HYMN
“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” Red Book #596

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise
everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter
us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The congregation may sit.

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his
descendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their
inberitance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of
God’s promise.

! After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very

great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And
Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my



house is to be my heir.” * But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir.” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall
your descendants be.” ¢ And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it
to him as righteousness.

7Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God,
how am I to know that I shall possess it?”” ® He said to him, “Bring me a
heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 1 He brought him all these and cut them
in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds
in two. 1" And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep
and terrifying darkness descended upon him.

17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and
a flaming torch passed between these pieces. ¥ On that day the Lord made
a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 27 read responsively

1'The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
2When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.
>For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon
a rock.
¢ Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround
me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of
rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the Lord.



7Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lord, I will seek.
? Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—ryou have been my helper; forsake me not, O God
of my salvation.
10 Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the Lord will take me in.
1'Teach me your way, O Lord;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
12 Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
13This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living]
14Wait for the Lord and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the Lord!

SECOND READING  Philippians 3:17—4:1

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the
course be has taken. Writing from prison, be expresses confidence in a glorious future and
encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps.

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. '8 For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with
tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 2’ But our citizenship is in
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. 2! He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. ! Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.



LENTEN ACCLAMATION
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
GOSPEL Luke 13:31-35

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, the thirteenth
chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Neither Herod's plotting nor Jerusalen:’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from
his sacrificial mission.

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell
that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today,
tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible
for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.” 3 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the
city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!l How often
have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing! 3 See, your house is left to you.
And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say,
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may sit.
SERMON

The congregation may stand.



HYMN OF THE DAY
“Thy Holy Wings” Red Book #613

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and
all those in need.

The congregation may kneel or sit.

After each petition, the assisting minister bids:

God, in your mercy.

The congregation responds:

Receive our prayer.

The presiding minister concludes:

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your
love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.

The congregation may stand.
THE MEAL
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



The congregation may sit.
OFFERING

ORGAN OFFERTORY
“Offertory” - J. Ignance Leybach

The ushers present the offerings and gifts of bread and wine for communion.

CHOIR ANTHEM
“O Jerusalem” - David Haas
Luke 13:34, 17:20-21; 23:34-35

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe...With this bread and cup, we
remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again....

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God given for the people of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you and feed on him your hearts with thanksgiving.
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

The congregation may sit.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT
All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine. The ushers will invite you forward to receive. Gluten free



wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able
to receive either bread or wine (but not both), please know that you still receive the full
communion.

After all have received, the congregation may stand.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
“When Twilight Comes” Red Book #566

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

As far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed our sins from
us. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION

Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION led by the assisting minister
THE SENDING
BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, Son + Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
“O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” Red Book #722



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Jerusalem, Thou City Fair and High”

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

- Melchior Frank

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel

Presiding Minister

Linda Mathias

Assisting Minister

Maggie Babinka-Repic

Communion Assistant

Jeanne Graff Reader
Evan Stein Crucifer
Emily Stein Acolyte
Kevin Mathias Organist
Harry Cunningham Sr. Choir Director
Josh Kamerer AV Assisting Minister
Gracie Love PowerPoint Minister
Susan Farrell and Christiaan van Driel Ushers
Susan Farrell and Sue Morrow Countetrs
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of First English Lutheran

Church.

Al are welcome to join us for an intergenerational event following the congregational
meeting after worship service.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH

Mon., 3/17 5:00 PM Community Dinner
8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall)
Wed., 3/19 | 11 AM -1 PM | Sanctuary Open for Quiet Prayer
12:00 PM Midweek Lenten Service (Trinity)
Thurs., 3/20 | 10:30 AM Bible Study
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sat., 3/22 10:30 AM ACA Meeting
12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sun., 3/23 9:00 AM Bible Study
10:00 AM Worship
5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs)




ANNOUNCEMENTS

We will have a special congregational meeting following the worship
setvice today to approve a contract to restore the grand piano.

After the meeting today, we will have our March Intergenerational
Event: Comfort Food for the Spirit — Living in God’s Grace.

Opportunities for Prayer and Worship during Lent
Midweek Worship at Trinity Lutheran Church, 120 Sunset Dr.,
on Wednesdays at Noon
Tutning Toward God’s Abundance
This series of worship services will focus on five different aspects of God’s generons grace.
Mareh 19: Mercy
March 26: Compassion
April 2: Forgiveness
April 9: Love

Prayer Station in the Sanctuary
Are you following the “Christ Collides” Lent at Home Devotion? We will
have a prayer station at First English that follows along with that devotion.
Located in the front of the sanctuary by the sacristy door, the prayer station
will be accessible on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (enter the church
by the office door). Or, if you are in the building any other time of the week
(for community dinner on Mondays or choir on Thursdays), feel free to
stop by and pray.

Submissions for the April newsletter are due to Caitlyn in the church
office by Friday, March 21.

If you would like to order Easter flowers, please sign up in the social hall
or contact the church office by Sunday, March 30.

The Community Meal Gala committee is excited to announce a special
opportunity at the art show on Saturday, March 29. Local portrait artist Lisa
Sten has graciously offered to create a charcoal portrait of a person or
couple while at the gala. The lucky winner will be chosen in a silent auction
at 7 p.m. If you would like to win a personal sitting with Lisa Sten at the
gala, come before 7 p.m. to bid. If you need more info, please contact
Justine at 724.355.4062. If you are interested in purchasing tickets for the
gala, please contact Tracy (724) 712-4084 or Mary Ann (724) 822-3389.



PRAYERS
Signe Mitchell; Cindy Regis; Marsh Miller; Paul & Mary; Becky Smith; Peter
Osborne; Eric Love; Nancy & Dave McDermitt; family of Walter
Fitzpatrick; family of Bernhard Klann; Hannah Love; Larry Hamil; Jake
Stevens; Kathy & Tom Frank; Gerry and John O’Rourke; family of Thomas
Olson; Karen Boltz’s sister & her family; Randy & Gigi Kosier; Bruce
Solomon; Tim Reamer; Shirley Mould; Nelson Ng; Jack Goetz; Debbie &
family; family of Alice Miller; Mackenzie Hunt; Tatum Scilia; Fred Miller;
Jaime Rickert; family of Dorothy Croupe; family of Amy; Warmbrod’s
mother; Rob; Jamie Maluk & family; David Fisher & family; Tommy, Jenny,
& Aspen Zarnick; family of Richard Daller (brother of Betty Turner); Scott
Tammaro; George Schaney; Stephen Wright; Steve; Don Eckels; Valerie
Kurth; family of John Mileski; Cindy Halin; Mike Gibson; Dennis; Debra
Williamson; Amy Waldron; Evelyn Shaulis; Bill Brown; Ben & the Keeler
family; Tracy Tucci; Iman; Aryl Bashline; Julie, Greg & family; family of
Kenneth Mathias; Pr. Jim Dollhopf & family; family & friends of Walter
Szczurek; Paul Eicholtz; Frank Miller; Tad Sellers; Pam Patterson; Carol
Johnson

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS

Isaiah 55:1-9

Everyone who thirsts, come to the water; seek the Lord
Psalm 63:1-8

O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you. (Ps. 63:7)
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Israel, baptized in cloud and seas, ate the same spiritual food as Christians

Luke 13:1-9

Uniless you repent, you will perish: parable of the fig tree

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028762.

Al hymns reprinted/ Podcast/ Streamed with permission under One License H#A-
734698. All Rights Reserved.
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