First English Lutheran Church
Butler, Pennsylvania

Service of Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

July 6, 2025
10:00 a.m.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
“Hark! The Voice of Jesus Calling” - Sigvart A. Hofland
“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” - Kevin Hildebrand, arr.
“The Right Hand of God” - Noel Dexter
WELCOME

The congregation may stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father Son = Holy Spirit, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our lives.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The congregation may kneel or adopt another posture meaningful for confession.

Have mercy, O God,

against you, you alone, we have sinned.

In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin

and take away our guilt.

Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit

and restore your joy within us.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have

been saved. In the name of 7 Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
“Rejoice, for Christ Is King” Red Book #430

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

GLORY TO GOD page 121 in the front of the red book

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit
accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.



The congregation may sit.
THE WORD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING Isaiah 66:10-14

Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of [udah were not completely fulfilled. For these disappointed
people, the prophet envisions salvation in the image of a nursing woman. Mother Jerusalem and a mothering God remind the community how they are
sustained and supported.

10Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;
rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her—
1 that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast;
that you may drink deeply with delight
from her glorious bosom.

12 For thus says the Lord:
I will extend prosperity to her like a river,
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
and dandled on her knees.
13 As a mother comforts her child,
so I will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

14You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bodies shall flourish like the grass;

and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants,
and his indignation is against his enemies.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 66:1-9

1 Be joytul in God, all you lands;
be joyful, all the earth.
2Sing the glory of God’s name;
sing the glory of God’s praise.
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
Because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you.
4 All the earth bows down before you,
sings to you, sings out your name.”
5 Come now and see the works of God,
how awesome are God’s deeds toward all people.
¢ God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot,
and there we rejoiced in God.
7Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch o-ver the nations;
let no rebels exalt themselves.
8 Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.



2 Our God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our feet to slip.

SECOND READING  Galatians 6:1-16

1n the close of bis letter to the Galatians, Panl encourages them to live as people made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers
practical adpice about how believers exercise common concern for one other in “the family of faith.”

! My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ. 3 For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. 4 All must test their own work;
then that work, rather than their neighbot’s work, will become a cause for pride. > For all must carry their own loads.

¢ Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.

"Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 81f you sow to your own flesh, you will reap
corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. ? So let us not grow weary in
doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. ' So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us
work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.

11 See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 121t is those who want to make a good showing in the
flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 1> Even the
circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumecised so that they may boast about your
flesh. 1*May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the wotld. 1> For neither circumcision nor uncircumecision is anything; but a new creation is everything! 16 As for those
who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation may stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Hallelujah” Red Book #171

GOSPEL  Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

The Holy Gospel of our Lotd Jesus Christ according to Luke, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he would do. Risking bardship and danger in exchange for the
experience of great joy, they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is near.

U After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he
himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of

wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. > Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this
house!” ¢ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to

you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; ? cure the
sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” 1 But whenever you enter a town and they
do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ' ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in

29

protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.

16“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who
sent me.”

17The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” '8 He said to them, “I



watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. ° See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 2 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation may sit.
SERMON

The congregation may stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Red Book #674
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn into the love of God, let us offer our prayers for the peace of the church, the world, and all of creation.
The congregation may kneel or sit.

After each portion of the prayers, the assisting minister bids:

God of grace,

The congregation responds:
Hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
Gather all our prayers into your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

The congregation may stand.

THE MEAL



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After sharing the peace, the congregation may sit.

ORGAN OFFERTORY
“Gotti sei Dark” - Gerhard Krapf, atr.

The ushers present the offerings and gifts of bread and wine for communion.

OFFERING HYMN
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” Red Book #479

The congregation may stand.

OFFERING PRAYER led by the assisting minister
GREAT THANKSGIVING )
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is  right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy....we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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high - est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory...



For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,

and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready!

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you
9] ‘ . J— .
Hye J T T T P — 1
1 I & = & l © Il |
> - d_! I ! 1 i |
take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

The congregation may sit.

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT



All are welcome to Holy Communion today. Lutherans believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine. The nshers will invite you forward
to receive. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the pastor know if you wish to receive them. If you are able to receive either bread or wine (but
not both), please know that you still receive the full communion.

After all have received, the congregation may stand.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Red Book #803

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lotd Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  /ed by the assisting minister

THE SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
“Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” Red Book #663

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“This Is My Song” - Jean Sibelius

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. Kimberly van Driel Presiding Minister
Linda Mathias Assisting Minister
Maggie Babinka-Repic Communion Assistant




Chuck McMichael Reader
Christiaan van Driel Crucifer
Tucker Sequite Acolyte
Kevin Mathias Organist
Sue Morrow AV Assisting Minister
Gracie Love PowerPoint Minister
Jack Rudzki, Larry Christy Ushers
Susan Farrell & Sue Morrow Countetrs
Roxanne Glagola Altar Guild

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Brenda Iblenfeld in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ihlenfeld

All are welcome to join us for coffee hour social hall after worship today.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST ENGLISH

Mon., 7/7 5:00 PM Community Dinner
8:00 PM NA Meeting (Social Hall)
Tues., 7/8 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting
Thurs., 7/10 10:30 AM Bible Study
7:30 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sat., 7/12 12:00 PM NA Meeting (Downstairs)
Sun., 7/13 9:00 AM Bible Study (Social Hall)
10:00 AM Worship
5:30 PM AA Meeting (Downstairs)
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention council members! Just a reminder that reports for Tuesday’s meeting are due to officefelc@zoominternet.net by 9
a.m. Tuesday morning for email distribution.
Due to increased need in the community, the Good Samaritan/Pastot’s Discretionary Fund is running low. Contributions
to help our community with basic needs are welcome. Thank you!

Submissions for the August Newsletter are due to the office by Tuesday, July 22, 2025.

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please add them to the list on the bulletin board in the social hall or
contact the church office officefelc@zoominternet.net.

PRAYERS
Family of John Beatty; Janie Wetzel; Joan Giese; D] Sampson; Nicole Waltrip; Justine Brown; Darrell Mueller; Bruce Solomon
& family; Keith Graff; Signe Mitchell; Cindy Regis; Marsh Miller; Hannah Love; Gerry and John O’Rourke; Karen Boltz’s
sister & her family; Shirley Mould; Nelson Ng; Valerie Kurth; Sue Henry; Tad Sellers; Aryl Bashline, Keeler Family; Kate
Slauik; Katie Frank; Dick McCandless; Azlin and her unborn baby; Chatlie and Ellen VanArsdale; Raylene and David; The
Family of Bill Fillgrove; Chris and his family.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
The Lord will take delight in your fruitfulness
Psalm 25:1-10
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. (Ps. 25:4)
Colossians 1:1-14
The gospel is growing, bearing fruit in the whole world
Luke 10:25-37
The parable of the merciful Samaritan

Liturgical portions of today’s service are reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annnal License #5.A45028762.
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